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Snowy Students of the Month! 
By Kylee Verkuilen & Immy Roberts 

 

  
 

 
 

6th graders 
Kayani Whicker, Levi Strong,  

Alex Gist, and Andon Wolverton 

7th graders 
Sierra Hershberger, Caitlyn Crapps, 

Arianna Hensley, and Gavin Hunt 

8th graders 
Haily Woodward, Zane Pellegrom, 

and Jackson Marion 

 

KMS is filled with hard workers, but last month, 13 students stood out above the rest! 

Their hard work and dedication earned them the title of “Student of the Month.” 
(Davis Deese, 6th grader, and Seanna Swanson, 7th grader, are not pictured.) 

 

 

Winter Sports Wrap-Up 
 

Best wishes to all the KMS athletes as they participate 

in their final competitions for the season! The 8th grade 

girls volleyball A-team will compete in the borough 

meet in Seward on Saturday, February 29th, the same 

date that the skiers will be racing in the XC borough  

meet in Homer. The wrestling team wrapped up their 

season last weekend, but some of the top wrestlers are 

competing today and tomorrow at the Tanana 

Tournament in Fairbanks. Check out winter sports 

news and photos on pages 8-10. 

 

Check out the full-color version of the Purple Pages online: 

                KMS Facebook, KMS website, and in your school g-mail!               1 
 



Kobe and Gigi Bryant 
By Kaylauna Gump 

 
 

Kobe Bryant was part of the Los Angeles Lakers team for 20 years. 

After he retired, he practiced with and coached his daughter Gigi’s 

team, the Black Mambas. 
 

One month ago people around the world felt disappointed and 

emotional when Kobe and Gigi crashed in a helicopter and passed 

away. 

 

Here are some of Kobe Bryant’s 

quotes:  

 

“The most important thing is to try and 

inspire people so that they can be great 

in whatever they want to do.” 

 

“My parents are my backbone. Still are. 

They’re the only group that will support 

you if you score zero or you score 40.” 

 

“Use your success, wealth and influence 

to put them in the best position to 

realize their own dreams and find their 

true purpose.” 

 

“If you want to be great at something, 

there’s a choice you have to make. What 

I mean by that is, there are inherent 

sacrifices that come along with that. 

Family time, hanging out with friends, 

being a great friend, being a great son, 

nephew, whatever the case may be.” 

 

 

Opinion-8-ed 
By Immy Roberts 

      
 

Which is better, a Blizzard 

or a McFlurry? Why? 
 

Brooke Summers: Blizzards all the way. With 

McFlurry you can have Oreo or M&Ms but with 

blizzards you could choose triple ultra chocolate, or 

cookie dough, or maybe even Heath. Blizzards are 

and will always be better. That is a fact! 

Emma Bolling:  I agree with everything Brooke said 

above. You get more flavors and candy mixed in. 

Yummm!  

2 

Tanner Clyde: Blizzards cuz I’m not a communist. 

Kylee Verkuilen:  Blizzard, cuz queens are better 

than clowns. Plus Dairy Queen’s ice cream machine 

isn’t broken every other day.  

Vance Johnston: Blizzards, because there is more 

variety and DQ is better.   

Ruth Nash: Blizzard because there’s more flavors. 

Miss Christie: Blizzards. Better ice cream and more 

flavor options.  

Chloe Grimm: Blizzards because they have so many 

more flavors and you can flip them upside down.  

Nevaeh Easterwood: McFlurry because the flippy 

thing didn’t work.  

Elliot Haakenson: Blizzards. McDonald’s sells 

diseased ice cream. 

Grace Hallam: They both taste the same to me. 

Nurse Dixie: Blizzards 

because there’s more variety. 

Owen Smith: Blizzard 

because there isn’t enough 

snow out and we would get a 

2-hour delayed start. 

 

 
 



February B-days 
By Hunter Bras 
 

Avery Martin-1st  

Trinity Black-1st 

Kendal Loggins-1st 

Zane Tews-3rd 

Miguel Castrellon-3rd 

Nino Stapp-4th 

Zane Wight-4th 

Ms. Shelly-7th 

Lorenzo Elias-8th 

Bobby Hayes-11th 

Kainoa Taylor-11th 

Elizabeth Farrington-11th 

Makenzie Hancock-11th 

Dalton Schanrock-12th 

Stephanie Huffer-14th 

Tabitha Kernan-15th 

Marissa Moffis-15th 

Alice Ogden-19th 

Trenton Wight-20th 

Ellsi Miller-20th 

Ms. Johnson-21st 

Kaya Lanman-22nd 

Hannah Gage-22nd 

Koby Fowers-22nd 

Tony Perez-22nd 

Ben Harris-28th 

Mark Landford-28th 

Ximena Gonzalez-28th 

 

 

 
 

 

Interesting Facts! 
By Makenna Miller 

 

The King of Hearts is 

the only king in a deck 

of cards without a 

mustache. The earliest 

cards were printed 

using woodblocks. 

Disfiguring happened 

over time as block 

makers deformed the 

original designs, resulting in symbols of office, 

hands, and others losing meaning. Along with the 

many flaws that took place, the King of Hearts not 

only lost his moustache, but the axe he was 

initially holding turned into a sword. 
 

Butterflies taste with their hind feet. This is one 

of the ways butterflies are able to know what 

plants to lay their eggs on. Butterflies have taste 

sensors on their feet, and when they stand on a 

leaf, they can taste it to see if their caterpillars can 

eat it.  

The average adult spends more time on the toilet than they 

do exercising, a study finds! Adults seem to spend an 

average of 189 minutes on their toilets every week, but 

spend just 90 minutes being up and active. 
 

Alaska is the only state whose name is on one row on a 

keyboard. Even though “Alaska” has six letters, it only 

holds four different ones: A, L, S, and K. That’s fewer 

letters than in some of the state names that are shorter than 

Alaska: Maine, Texas, and Idaho. I mean, they’re shorter, 

but each has five different letters and needs around two 

rows on the keyboard. Alaska only holds four letters, and 

all four of those are on the middle line of the keyboard. 
 

Cap’n Crunch’s full name is 

Captain Horatio Magellan Crunch. 

And Cap’n Crunch wasn't even a 

real captain. The tell was that he 

had just three gold bands on the 

sleeve of his clothes. It signifies 

that Horatio is just a commander! 

However, the character responded, 

saying that since he is the captain of the S.S. Guppy and its 

full crew, this makes him, indeed, a captain.  

                                                                              3 
 

http://www.today.com/food/say-it-aint-so-capn-crunch-not-really-captain-6C10378921


Zane Wight 
By Alyssa Walker 

 

     Zane Wight, 

a sixth grader 

here at KMS, 

isn’t your 

ordinary middle 

schooler. 

     To Zane, 

middle school is 

much more 

preferable to 

elementary school, something I’m sure we 

can all agree with. He likes middle school 

because, in Zane’s words, “Elementary 

school is the worst.” He likes to sing, so 

naturally his favorite elective is choir. For 

clubs he chose Native American arts 

because he thought it would be interesting, 

and their current activity is making dream 

catchers. Zane also chose to join the 

wrestling team, but it’s not something he’s 

enjoying.  

     Outside of school, Zane pretty much 

fills his free time by spacing out. I know I 

can relate, that’s definitely something you 

could find me doing. Surprisingly, he tries 

not to play video games, which is pretty 

unusual, considering he’s a sixth grade 

boy. His favorite color is green; he says it’s 

because he’s always enjoyed life. When he 

gets older, Zane dreams to not become a 

homeless person, and let's be honest, that’s 

a pretty good goal. 

     Now, I chose to feature Zane because I 

saw him eating snow in the parking lot, but 

my choice proved to be a good decision 

when I found out he has eleven siblings. 

That’s right, eleven. That’s not something 

you come across every day. Out of all these 

siblings, it’s not surprising that he has a 

favorite. Trenton Wight is an eighth grader 

here and the only sibling Zane can tolerate. 

     Zane is someone I guess you could say 

is like a cat, because he has enough siblings 

to destroy New York. Now, that’s 

something I would absolutely pay to see. 
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Lola McEwen 
By Beverly Roney 

 

     Lola McEwen is a quirky, athletic, 

and funny KMS 7th grader and athlete. 

     One of  Lola’s hobbies is playing 

video games like Roblox and 

Minecraft on the Playstation, with her 

brother Boston (an 8th grader at 

KMS), because “It’s the only thing I 

have to do with my life,” and because 

Boston loves fashion and squares so 

much that he makes her play with him. 

     Lola has two pets; one is Sullivan 

the dog, named after an actor her dad likes. They got him because 

they had been begging their parents for years. Sullivan is three 

and will turn four on April 7th. He is a black German Shepherd, 

and they have owned him since he was eight weeks old, so about 

three years. They got him so he could be a guard dog, which hasn’t 

worked out. Lola told me that Sullivan weighs more than her.  

     She also has a fish named Hannibal Lecter (you can look up 

why they might have named him that on your own time if you're 

interested). They got him before Sully. If Lola could get rid of one 

of her pets, she said it’d be Hannibal Lecter, because he ate their 

other fish, Rico, and there’s just no going back from being a 

murderer. He is all white with a red head. His original name was 

Franchesca. 

     Lola has been competing in volleyball for three years and 

softball for about a year, and she plans on competing in track this 

year. Lola likes volleyball because of the net. When I told her that 

there are other sports that involve nets, she said “No,” so there’s 

that. Lola made A-team in volleyball, she said that she felt pretty 

great about it, and that she was exhilarated. She said she likes 

softball because she’s IN the net. She also said she’s not allowed 

to go dipnetting, because she’d just get caught in the net.  

     Two of her favorite things about KMS are clubs and field trips 

because they're fun, and why wouldn't she? When I asked her if 

she had a favorite teacher, she said yes and named all of them. So, 

no, she doesn't.  

     A while ago, she wanted me to add that she is trying to steal 

her brother's best friend, Alexis Marquis. At the time, she said it 

was going slow, but the other day she told me that she had 

completed her mission, but how she did this is confidential 

information. Good job, Lola! 

     Lola’s role model is Dr. Doofenshmirtz from the TV show 

Phineas and Ferb, because “he birthed my brother (Boston).”Her 

friend Alexis doesn’t like him, because his head is too pointy. This 

has taken a toll on their relationship, because if Alexis cannot 

accept Dr. Doofenshmirtz, Lola might not be able to accept HER.  

 



Alexis Marquis 
By Ty Morris 

 

     Alexis Marquis is an 8th grader here at KMS with a 

lot of character. She is funny, outgoing, and caring. 

     Alexis has a dog named Gretzky and a cat named 

Snoop Dawg. Gretzky is a grouchy dog whose hobbies 

include biting people and stealing shoes. Snoop Dawg is 

Alexis’s favorite pet because he is nice to her but not 

anyone else, and he snuggles her.  She also has a dead 

fish named Jasper that she keeps in a bowl in her room. 

Her fish’s name is Jasper, because he was the first fish 

that she was allowed to keep on her own. He lived an 

exciting life up until the ripe old age of four.  
 

 

     In her free time Alexis likes to hang out with her 

cousins. Her favorite cousin is Violet, because they 

share a lot in common. Alexis also has three other 

cousins who live close to her, named Ty, Blake, and 

Eli. They like to hang out whenever they can, and 

when they are hanging out their parents call them 

the M&M, because all their last names start with M.  

     Some of Alexis’s favorite teachers are Mrs. 

Rininger, Mr. Gustkey, and Mr. Summer. She likes 

Mrs. Rininger because she doesn’t take credit off 

for work being late, and she enjoys Mr. Gustkey 

and Mr. Summer because they are grouchy and 

funny. Alexis’s electives this semester are choir and 

drama. Drama is her favorite because she gets to act 

and dance. Alexis is also in the warball club.  

     Alexis is very active. Right now she is in 

volleyball on the B team, and this is her second year 

of volleyball. She has participated in cross country 

for two years and has been in basketball for seven 

years. She started playing in Boys & Girls Club 

basketball seven years ago and now plays on a 

KMS team. Basketball is her favorite sport because 

“It's the best game there is.” 

     When she grows up, Alexis wants to be a 

veterinarian. She loves animals and wants to be able 

to help them. She also wants to run a homeless 

shelter, because she wants to be able to help people 

when they need it. She has had friends who have 

been homeless or in foster care, and she wishes she 

could help them.  

     Alexis likes to just be herself and really cares 

about the people she loves. All around, she is a great 

person who loves to be and show who she is!  

 

#KMShashtags 
By Ty Morris 

 

#Cheetos 

#Frog 

#Volleyballiscool 

#Toofreezingtoski 

#6thgradersannoy7thgraders  

#6thgradersannoy 

#Mr.Summerisaboomer 

#KMScanski 

#Valentine'sDay 

#Avoidthecoronavirus 

 
#Looonnnnellyyyyyy 

#BillyEyelash 

#IceFishing 

#BoycottChipotle 

#Presidents’Day 

#MathCountsRocks 

#YearoftheRat 

#SolidRock 

#OkayBoomer! 
 

Ms. Christie and Nurse Dixie know  

that it’s “All About That . . . Love!” 
 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did,  

                            but people will never forget how you made them feel.” ― Maya Angelou                           5 



Mr. V 
By Kylee Verkuilen 

 

     Everyone knows Mr. 

Verkuilen as a teacher, 

but do we really know 

about him outside of 

school, such as where he 

grew up, what his 

hobbies are, and why he 

wanted to be a teacher? 

     Daniel Verkuilen was born on July 16, 1962, in 

Eden Prairie, Minnesota. He grew up visiting his 

cousin’s farm and milking the cows every morning. 

Ever since he was young he loved the wildlife that he 

saw on the farm, which is one of the reasons he wanted 

to study biology.  Another thing he loved doing was 

drawing. Mr. V drew animals, people, landscapes, he 

even made paintings. In fact, he got so good at art that 

he went to college for it! 

     When Mr. Verkuilen was 18, he attended college at 

the University of Wisconsin. He had part of a 

scholarship for D1 soccer, and the other half of his 

time was being used as an art major. Mr. V played 

midfield and wore #10. After a while at school, he 

realized that he wasn’t going to make a living off of 

art, so he turned to biology. After five more years of 

schooling, Mr. V went to the University of Minnesota, 

where he earned another degree in science, as well as 

a teaching degree.  

     After what seemed like forever at college, Mr. 

Verkuilen worked a few jobs as well as played Premier 

League soccer. He played Premier on the St. Louis 

Park Cardinals team, and played for four years. Before  

soccer practice, he had to work. Some of his jobs were 

being a roofer, downhill slalom racing coach, high 

school soccer coach, and coach of the University of 

Minnesota Girls Soccer Club.   

     When he was 27, he moved around being a teacher. 

He first went to Wales, which is located on the western 

point of Alaska’s mainland. There he taught 6-12 

grade (he taught all 9 classes) and was a pizza delivery 

guy on the side. Mr. V then moved to Shaktoolik three 

years later. In Shaktoolik, which is south of Nome, he 

hunted and also taught all high school classes. While 

in these places, Mr. V coached basically every sport. 

Eventually, he moved to Nikiski where, in the teacher 

staff lounge, he met the love of his life, Mrs. V. Mrs. 

Verkuilen was a gym teacher as well as a volleyball 

coach, so it worked out perfectly! A few years later, 

Mr.V realized Kenai is better than Nikiski, so he 

decided to move here. :) 

     When Mr. V isn’t teaching, he is the lead guide at 

Alaska West Air. He takes people flyout fishing to 

rivers on Kodiak, across Cook Inlet, in Prince William 

Sound, and on rivers near Dillingham. He has even 

taken some famous people out fishing! Mr. V said that 

he has taken pro football players from the Green Bay 

Packers, pro basketball coaches, and governors. Even 

Miranda Lambert fished with the guide service!  

     When Mr. V isn’t fishing or teaching, he goes on 

hunts. He has traveled to North Dakota, Kansas, and 

Wisconsin for white tail deer, Texas for boars, and 

places in Minnesota. Plus, he’s been successful on 

every hunt! 

     Daniel Verkuilen has done so much more than what 

I’m able to write in this article. He says that his 

favorite thing about teaching is building relationships 

with all the crazy kids. We all love you, Mr. V, and we 

are happy you are here at Kenai Middle School! 

 

A “Divan” Spelling Bee 
By Beverly Roney 

 

     On January 30, 2020, KMS held our school-wide 

spelling bee. After seven rounds, we had our top two. 

Makenzie Harden will represent KMS in the state 

spelling bee, and Alyssa Walker will be our alternate. 

     Some of the trickiest words were misdemeanor (or 

misdemeanour), divan, accelerates, therapeutic, and 

proportionate. And a HUGE thank you to our judges 

Mr. Lyke, Mr. Gustkey, and Ms. Johnson, and our 

official pronouncer, Mrs. Nabholz. 

6 

  
Congratulations to our top four competitors:  

Alex Gist, Makenzie Harden,  

Alyssa Walker, and James Wright.  
(see page 7 for the names of all competitors) 

 



KMS Spellers 
 

Class representatives: 
 

6th Grade: Alex Gist, 

Makenzie Harden, Alice 

Ogden, Scottlyn Phillips, 

and Dalton Schanrock 
 

7th Grade: Tait Cooper, 

Nolan Cotton, Kaya 

Lanman, Madison Malone, 

Alyssa Walker, and Marcus 

Wong 
 

8th Grade: Koby Anderson, 

Robert Carson, Vanessa 

Curry, Lorenzo Elias, 

Cassidy Leavitt, and Zeke 

Yragui  
 

March B-days 
By Hunter Bras 
 

Courtney Galloway-2nd  

Ms. Hayes-2nd 

Royce Griechen-5th 

Lyna Percival-5th 

Jacob Lopez-7th  

Mr. Wolf-8th 

Cooper Talent-Darling-8th 

Isla Crouse-10th 

Alexander Gist-10th 

Indiana Jones-12th 

Willow Patrick-13th 

Jocilyn Reid-13th 

Ms. Beeson-14th 

Michelle Duffield-14th 

Imogen Roberts-15th 

Hally Elder-Hanson-15th 

Alexis Marquis-15th 

Mr. Tilly-15th 

Gehret Medcoff-15th 

Brianna Blankenship-16th 

Mason Butler-17th 

Hayden Hughes-18th 

Natalia Polanco-18th 

Luke Cole-19th 

Kaylauna Gump-19th 

Emma Bolling-19th 

Hannah Autry-20th 

Chloe Grimm-21th 

Sailor Tallent-24th 

Natalie James-24th 

Levi Crawford-25th 

James Wright-25th 

Nova Ziegler-27th 

Ethan Geffe-29th 

Mr. Beck-29th 

Ashton Kissee-29th 

Sara Gottschalk-31st 

Cheer 
By Immy Roberts 

 

 
 

     Cheer is one of the things that I care 

about, like an escape from life when times 

get hard. Cheer is like an escape from it all, 

it makes everything okay. Cheer helps me 

and the team become like a family. We have 

to learn how to trust the team even when 

times get hard. These are the people that will 

be there for me no matter what because I can 

tell them anything. 

     The work we put in at practice makes the 

routine amazing. We have to trust our team 

because if we don’t the whole thing will fall 

apart and it won’t look as good as it would 

if we have that trust. You wouldn’t think so 

but the team can tell if the trust is there, it 

really does make a world of difference. I 

want to be in a good environment to cheer, 

somewhere safe and where I feel safe and 

happy that I spent so much time making 

everything look good and so much time 

trying to get every last thing right.  

     The team will get frustrated and have bad 

days, it’s just a part of life but we have to 

take all of that stress and put it in to cheer. 

The people that try and bring you down you 

need to just use that frustration to work a 

hundred times harder to get to the point that 

you are the best you can be. You can’t let 

the hate stop you from doing something you  

love and care about. You have to 

give up so much time with your 

friends to go cheer. Yes it is hard to 

spend all that time at cheer but it is 

more than worth it. When you fall 

down you have to get back up no 

matter what. You will get hurt but 

you have to power through it 

because you know that your team is 

depending on you.    

     When you are on stage and the 

music is loud and adrenaline is 

pumping, when you do it full out, 

and you will, it’s the best feeling in 

the world. Everyone is crying 

because of the countless hours and 

the blood, sweat, and tears. It is all 

worth it because it feels like we just 

won the lottery. 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

“You’ve gotta dance 

like there’s  

nobody watching, 

love like you’ll  

never be hurt, 

sing like there’s  

nobody listening, 

and live like  

it’s heaven on earth.” 

― William W. Purkey 
 

The KMS Purple Pages . . .  
is brought to you by Tamia Barnes, 

Ollie Boersma, Hunter Bras, 

Tanner Clyde, Kaylauna Gump, 

Makenna Miller, Ty Morris, Ruth 

Nash, Taylor Pyfer, Immy Roberts, 

Beverly Roney, Jackson Satathite, 

Kylee Verkuilen, and Alyssa 

Walker, with support from 

Journalism advisor Mrs. Nabholz. 

Illustrators for this issue include 

Alyssa, Ollie, Makenna, Kaylauna, 

Ruth, and Tanner. Thanks also to 

everyone else who provided 

assistance with news and photos! 
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Volleyball 

Teams 
By Tamia Barnes 

 

     KMS Volleyball teams have had a winning and losing season. All the teams have 

had fun playing games and exciting road trips. For the volleyball players this season 

is a season to remember. The coaches and players have had an outstanding season. 

Over the month long season the players have bonded as teams.  

 

8th Grade A Team 
Coach Beck 

Samantha Avery 

Emma Beck 

Grace Beiser 

Lianna Carranza 

Jaycie Castillo 

Hally Elder-Hanson 

Camilla Gonzalez 

Chloe Grimm 

Isabel McClure 

Chloe Moffett 

Ashlyn Potton 

Emmalee Roney  

Kylee Verkuilen 

7th grade A Team  
Coach Stotz-Mason 

Sarah Baisden 

Tait Cooper 

Caitlyn Crapps 

Kaylauna Gump 

Megan Hutchins 

Bella Kroto 

Maddie Malone 

Lola McEwen 

Avia Miller 

Seanna Swanson 

Isabel Thomas  

B Team  
Coach Vann 

Lexa Adami 

Elisa Andrew 

Grace Asi 

Hannah Autry 

Caitlin Babcock 

Nevaeh Easterwood 

Tabitha Kernan 

Lillian Kroto 

Alexis Marquis 

Adelyn Pontius 

Victoria Sargeant 

Haily Woodward  

Nova Ziegler 

C Team  
Coach Rininger 

Tamia Barnes 

Kelsie Easling 

Hannah Gage 

Brooke Hall 

Grace Hallam 

Kenna Miller 

Jocilyn Reid 

Beverly Roney 

Nora Sonderland 

Serenity Stamm  

Brooke Summers 

 

       
 

            
 

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do  

than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor.  

Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” 
― H. Jackson Brown Jr. 
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 XC Ski Team 
By Jackson Satathite 

 

     A typical ski practice consists of, well, skiing 

around. Every once in a while we will work on 

technique, but we mainly just ski around the golf 

course. But the more memorable days are when we test 

our limits in practice. Like trying to backwards pole in 

calf deep snow, or doing laps with sprint cones, and at  

 

the end of some practices, we’ll top off the day with a 

snowball fight. 

     A big part of skiing is going on road trips. Not 

every meet will take place at our school, so most of the 

time, we will have to travel, and sometimes, a long 

ways away. Locations include Skyview, Homer, 

Seward, and of course, Kenai. Trips to Seward and 

Homer are the most fun because it takes a long time to 

get there and we get to bond together as a team. 
 

              
 

Wrestling Moves 
By Hunter Bras 

 
Y Y T Z S N G R J W Y X N S Z E R D H V 
M M A O M C O N C O V I Q T I E S I S Q 
L O K Q U N D S D R P D A U H O N M W Z 
A L U G M Q L R N R A K R C W D Y V B S 
X R O S A T L V D A V K T R C O O S I M 
U E M R E L U P S D V U I W D U A N X H 
Y R L C C T B O F N B U W Y M B G T U Z 
Q A A P H I R F P A N C A K E L B M V S 
B G L H U O P A L W Z X I M E E Y D P Z 
L A R I P S P M P O S E Q L T L B P M C 
C W N L Z Q I Z Y B W Y E C Y E F C E G 
N W O D P A N S E L B G H C S G R F R T 
K Z H B X K Q S E C O F Y O V A P Q K Q 
T P H E A D A N D A R M H Q D X V N L S 
K R U L K J Y S B M I L K L X Y O Y E T 
J H I Z E U I Q E I A R E S U S S K J Y 
K H Z H Y C P R O C L J H A L G N L E L 
H C L W I C H B I J A H B E Z U B U B A 
D P T Q O X C H Y A G L N I B I T R P E 
Y R R A C N E M E R I F G Z C J C S M S 
X G G J A V T A R I L J L E V E I H I R 
A A B D Z F D X U A R K J V L K X F R A 
S W M N D L P Y H W O Q T R S S B E U T 
K B U H N C X J L D R U C N Q P T N A R 
A J T V X B T V H C K Z N L L W H C T E 

 

 

 
 

ARM CHOP 
BOW AND ARROW 
BULLDOG 
BUTCHER 
CRADLE 
DOUBLE LEG 
FIREMAN CARRY 
HALF NELSON 
HEAD AND ARM 
LEG LACE 
MERKLE 
MOUSETRAP 
OLYMPIC ROLL 
PANCAKE 
PIN 
SINGLE LEG 
SNAPDOWN 
SPIRAL 
SUPLEX 
TECH 
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KMS Wrestlers 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Celebrate 2020 Leap Day! 
by Mrs. Nabholz 

 

Hop to it and don’t skip the chance to take a leap of 

faith and try something creative to celebrate tomorrow! 
 

 If you’re in Anchorage, go out to eat at IHOP.  

 Think fast and jump to some conclusions. 

 Listen to some sophisticated hopera music. 

 Rap to some energetic hip-hop music. 

 Go clothes s-hopping and buy a jumpsuit. 

 Hop on board the Alaska Railroad.  
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 Eat some sweet, tasty lollihops. 

 Challenge someone to a jump rope 

competition. 

 Have your eyes examined by a hoptometrist. 

 Wake up early to get a jump on your chores. 

 Join in on the bunny hop dance. 

 Be careful and look before you leap. 

 Watch a video of astronaut Neil Armstrong 

saying, “That's one small step for man, one 

giant leap for mankind.” 

 Hug someone until their heart leaps with joy. 

 Go jump in a lake . . . okay, bad idea. 

 



Hockey for Noobs 
By Tanner Clyde 

 

Hey, you. Yeah, you, I wanna talk, kid. You don’t know 

anything about hockey. Admit it, you’re only playing 

hockey cuz your friends or that one kid you like is 

playing hockey. Well, lucky for you, I’m here to help. 

I’ll get you started on how we eat, sleep, breath, and 

talk. You’ll be a pro in no time. Believe me. 
 

The Refs: A very weird breed, refs are. Most don’t 

seem to do their job very well, but every now and then 

a ref actually does their job. Crazy, right? Refs also 

have many nicknames given to them by parents 

(especially moms) that aren’t worth repeating in a 

school paper. 
 

Moms: While on the topic of parents, these are a whole 

different story. Moms tend to be crazy, sweater-

wearing, coffee-drinking, money-spending (especially 

for goalies) maniacs that I would recommend giving 

your unconditional love. 
 

Dads: Just cuz he’s your dad doesn’t mean he actually 

knows anything about hockey. Mine doesn’t. However, 

a small few might. Also, don’t be disappointed if you 

look in the stands and your dad isn’t looking. It’s only 

natural. That one YouTube video about trucks won’t 

finish itself, right? 
 

Speech: Hockey players have a very particular speech 

pattern, mostly consisting of curse words, “You suck, 

Ref!”, and “Yo, you see that snipe?” 
 

Slang: Popular terms are the biscuit (the puck), apple 

(an assist), hat trick (three goals in one game), and a 

Gordie Howe Hat Trick (a goal, an assist, and a fight in 

one game). I wouldn’t recommend a Gordie Howe Hat 

Trick, unless you wanna get suspended from hockey 

AND school. Yeah, teachers are always watching... 
 

Dropping the Gloves: Something you likely will never 

have to deal with at this age. However, in case of 

emergency, punch the nose, pull the jersey over the 

head to blind him, and….well, just imagine Mortal 

Kombat, I guess.   
 

Common Foods: Subway is a very common food 

source before and after hockey games. I would highly 

recommend NOT consuming a major amount of dairy  

 

before a game. There’s no bathrooms on the ice, and 

puke is awful hard to scrape off the ice once it freezes. 
 

Goalies: Aw, yes, goalies. Probably the weirdest 

athletes of all time. We tend to be slightly crazy but 

can you blame us? Too many hits to the dome does 

something to ya man, I’M TELLIN’ YA!!! But on a 

serious note, we have three main rules: no snowing 

us, no screening, no scoring. Any of these will result 

in punishment. The motto for a goalie themselves 

is….JUST BE TOUGH, DUDE!!!!  
 

Gear: Who doesn’t love gear? It keeps us safe, right? 

Well, not exactly. Just cuz you wear a helmet doesn’t 

exactly mean a hard shot won’t hurt. That’s the reality 

of hockey for ya. You need to be tough to survive. 

Anyways, the main gear you need is a chest protector, 

a helmet, skates, elbow and knee pads, and hockey 

pants. Also, never forget about cups. Believe me, 

you’ll thank me later for that advice. Bring a jersey as 

well. If it’s a Blackhawks jersey, I might like you a 

little more. MIGHT.   

 

      
 

The NHL: Every REAL hockey player’s dream is 

skating in the big leagues one day. Well, dream big, 

kid, cuz I got news for ya. Only about 0.16% of all 

hockey players get drafted and only 0.2% of them 

make a considerably good career out of it. Hey, 

there’s nothing wrong with watching it on a big 

screen. Maybe if you watch close enough you can 

learn from them, right? 
 

Well, I think I told you all the basics of hockey. Now 

you’ll be a pro in no time. I appreciate it that you 

actually read all the way through. I don’t like reading, 

so I wouldn’t blame ya if you didn’t. Anyways, I 

really do hope this advice helped ya. Cuz if it didn’t, 

I just wasted ink. Goodbye...for now.   

 

“Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t matter, 

                           and those who matter don’t mind.” ― Bernard M. Baruch                             11 



Basic Stagecraft Club 
By Alyssa Walker 

 

Basic Stagecraft is a club focused on helping Seussical 

the Musical create props and make costumes and 

lighting cues. Mr. Lyke, the club’s director, has 

assigned lots of different jobs, such as drawing out the 

cast’s stage makeup, or making a billboard to promote 

the play. We have also started on making background 

props, like the Whos’ houses and the truffula trees.  
 

 

Stagecraft Club 
By Beverly Roney 

 

In Basic Stagecraft, we make the props and costumes 

for our upcoming musical show, Seussical the 

Musical. So far, we’ve painted some canvases, figured 

out who’s making what costumes, learned how to 

work the equipment, and walked over to KCHS and 

had a tour of the stage and backstage. It’s going to be 

a lot of work, but it will be worth it to see it in the 

show. If you can, definitely come to the show, which 

will be on May 1st and 2nd. 
 

Chess Club 
By Beverly Roney 

  
I interviewed 7th grader Hunter Bras 

about his club. At 1:30, they grab the equipment and 

start playing. They pick their own partner to play with. 

He says it’s pretty boring, but it’s fun when you make 

kids mad. He told me they also get to eat unlimited 

pretzels… the true American dream.  (The world’s 

longest chess game lasted 20 hours, ending in a tie, but 

obviously that didn’t happen in this club.) 
 

Mandala Painting Club 
By Kaylauna Gump 

 

The Mandala painting club is super fun. We get to 

practice with black paper, and when we finish we can 

paint with colorful colors. We used wood and 

magnets. I drew on my wood and I started to paint on 

12       it to use it for decorations.  

Anime Club 
By Ruth Nash 

 

Anime club meets in Mr. Gustkey’s classroom. We 

use the computers, talk to friends, or watch anime. We 

also put the computers away early to not get on Mr. 

Gustkey’s nerves. I always get on Mr. Gustkey’s 

nerves because I blast music in my ears, and I don’t 

hear anything he says. Also, you do not want to talk 

during announcements. 
 

Pottery Club 
By Ollie Boersma 

 

Pottery is a club where you can make bowls, mugs, 

ornaments, and more! After the pieces are fired in the 

kiln, we glaze and then paint them. If you don’t do 

well, the creation will crack and won’t hold anything! 

However, there are small knives in this club so I don’t 

even know why Mrs. Bressler and Mrs. Tews let me 

in.  
 

Warball Club 
By Ty Morris 

 

Warball is tremendously thrilling. We get to throw 

dodgeballs at people at extreme velocities. We all try 

our best to achieve victory. Warball is really awkward 

for those of us who are not physically fit. For those of 

us who are, however, it’s a walk in the park. However, 

if Emma sets her sights on you, you might as well 

surrender. 
 

Shinny Club 
By Tanner Clyde 

 

     Man, there are an awful lot of clubs, aren't there? 

Yeah, and I’m gonna be straight up honest, I think the 

majority are lame. Hey, that’s exactly why us humans 

have this beautiful thing called an “opinion.” Yeah, if 

you’ve heard that word, you should know that people 

are kinda obliged to respect others. So if we like 

different things, cool. 

     Anyways, shinny is easily my favorite club. Well, 

to be fair, it’s the only club I’ve actually done. Shinny 

is literally hockey without goalies and most of your 

gear (TRUE shinny players only wear gloves and a 

helmet). It’s quite a bit of fun. That is, until people hog 

the puck and never switch. This club is run by Mr. 

Dosko and Mr. Verkuilen, so that’s pretty cool. Fun 

fact: Mr. Dosko’s nephew was on the Boston Bruins. 



 

Afternoon Tea & Books 

 
 

Alaska Native Crafts 

 
 

Puzzle Club 

 
 

Animal Action Club 

 
 

Guitar Club  

 

This Month in History 
By Ollie Boersma 

 

February is mostly known for Valentine's Day, but what happened 

during this month 5 years back, 10 years back, even 100 or more years 

back? Let’s see what happened! 

 February 3, 1870: The 15th Amendment to the U.S 

Constitution was approved, allowing all men the right to vote, 

regardless of race, color, or previous servitude to a nation.      

 February 4, 1821: Elizabeth Blackwell, the first female 

physician in the U.S., was born in Bristol, England. She 

graduated from New York's Geneva Medical College and 

became a doctor in 1848. 

 February 8, 1910: The Boy Scouts of America was founded by 

William Boyce, modeled after the British Boy Scouts. The 

goal was to instill values in young people and prepare them to 

make ethical decisions in life.  

 February 12, 1809: Scientist and author Charles Darwin was 

born in Shrewsbury, England. He published Origin of Species 

on November 24, 1859. 

 February 12, 1809: Abraham Lincoln was born in 

Hardin County, Kentucky. He was 52 years old 

when he was sworn into office. 

 February 13, 1945: The British Royal Air Force 

firebombed Dresden, Germany during WWII. This 

event killed roughly 25,000 people. 

 February 14, 1849: The first photograph was taken 

of a president, James Polk. The picture was taken by Mathew 

Brady. 

 February 20, 1962: Astronaut John Glenn became the first 

American to fly into orbit around Earth, aboard the space 

shuttle Discovery. 

 February 22, 1732: George Washington's birthday! 

He was 57 years old when he was inaugurated as 

president.  

 February 24, 1582: Pope Gregory XIII corrected 

mistakes on the Julian calendar by dropping 10 

days, then creating the Gregorian calendar. The 

Julian calendar was miscalculated by 11 minutes so 

it got out of sync with the season.  

 

 

Comic Sans Funny!  
 

I really wanted Van’s for my birthday.  

This is what my dad got for me. 

Be careful what you ask for! 
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1917 Movie Review 
By Jackson Satathite 

 

     Released on December 4, 2019, 1917 is the first 

WWI movie released since 2011’s War Horse. 1917 is 

a rated-R movie that was directed by Sam Mendes, 

who also did films such as Jarhead, American Beauty 

and the two James Bond films, Spectre and Skyfall. 

The film focuses on two British soldiers (played by 

George Mackay and Dean-Charles Chapman) who are 

set with a task to deliver a message to a battalion of 

soldiers to call off an attack. If the message is not 

delivered, it will cost the lives of thousands of British 

soldiers. 
 

 
 

     The thing you will remember the most about seeing 

this film is the way it was shot. The film gives the 

illusion that it occurs all in one take. They pulled this 

off by using an editing trick called a match cut. A 

match cut is blending two different takes together to 

give the illusion of a single shot. They are commonly 

used in single scenes in movies. There are very few 

films that use this technique for an entire feature film. 

And that's what makes 1917 so special. 

     The movie is fantastic. The story is gripping, the 

cinematography (as we discussed) is amazing, and the 

tension is nail-biting. In the movie, the characters 

could die or be blown up at any moment, which gives 

the movie a great amount of suspense. Though one 

thing the film falls short on is the characters. This is 

no offense to the two main leads, they do an amazing 

job in the film, I’m talking about the characters 

themselves. The movie does not go in-depth with the 

characters, let alone give them a motive, and neither of 

them have a distinct personality either. 

     In conclusion, I definitely recommend that if you 

have the stomach for mild gore, and a passion for 

history, you should definitely see this technical 

masterpiece. 
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Pokémon Sword 
By Ollie Boersma 

 

 
 

     Pokémon Sword is a game where players capture 

different types of Pokémon to “be the best like no one 

ever was.” and earn their place as the region’s 

champion. 

     Pokémon Sword’s story is like most of the other 

Pokémon games, to go across the region (this game’s 

region is the Galar region, which is based on the U.K.) 

and gather stronger and stronger Pokémon to earn all 

eight Gym Badges. The side story is to find out the 

history of Galar, the legendary Pokémon, and the 

Darkest Day. I can’t go too far into it without giving 

spoilers!  

     There is a new feature called Dynamax where the 

Pokémon you select grow extra large and have more 

HP (health) and ATK (attack) to their moves. It is 

possible to do this during Gym Battles and Max-Raid 

Battles. Another new feature is the Pokémon camp 

where you can cook different kinds of curry and play 

with your Pokémon; doing this will LV (level) up and 

heal your Pokémon.  

     This game is very controversial, I'm just going to 

get that out there here and now. But why is it 

controversial? Well, for starters, there was a huge cut 

to the number of Pokémon in the game. There were 

490 Pokémon removed, over half of them, out of 807 

total!  

     Second, the graphics looked terrible on the textures 

like on trees or rocks. Some of the animations on the 

Pokémon are literally just the models moving up and 

down. But the gameplay from my perspective is great 

and flows really well, and the menus are super 

organized and look great. 

     My final rating is 7/10. The game has solid 

gameplay with great strategy and attention to detail 

such as which super effective moves do more damage 

to different Pokémon, but the thing that is really 

holding it back is the graphics and the huge cut to the 

Pokédex.      

 
 



RWBY 
By Ruth Nash 
 

 

     RWBY is an amazing 

anime produced by Rooster Teeth, and it is also 

on YouTube. RWBY is about a group of four girls 

who are in the world of Remnant, where there are 

four major continents. 

     Ruby is the main character in RWBY. Weiss 

is the daughter of Jacques Schnee. Blake is a cat 

faunus that hides her cat ears with a ribbon. Yang 

is a headstrong teen who is Ruby’s older sister.  

    RWBY is based on kids’ fairy tales. Ruby is 

Red Riding Hood, Weiss is Snow White, Blake is 

Bella from Beauty and the Beast, and Yang is a 

mix of a few kids’ stories, but she is mostly 

Cinderella. They kill the creatures of grimm who 

have name for each species. The girls in RWBY 

are trying to be huntsman or huntress, but only the 

strongest people will become a hunter or huntress. 

     The world of Remnant is made of five 

colonized continents. Atlas, Vale, Mistral, and 

Vacuo are the four major continents, and 

Menagerie is where the faunus colonized. The 

world of Remnant is separated in two, the humans 

and the faunus. Faunus are people that have an 

animal trait. The faunus are the lower class of 

people and make a group called the White Fang. 

     Team JNPR is Jaune Arc, Nora Valkyrie, 

Pyrrha Nikos, and Lie Ren. They became more 

like a team faster than team RWBY. Jaune and 

Pyrrha became friends in initiation, but Nora and 

Ren are childhood friends, because of a grimm 

attack from a Kuroyuri. Team RWBY and team 

JNPR are friends, but after Volume 3, the two 

teams combine and make one big team.  

     During initiation, Ruby and Weiss are teamed 

up. Ruby runs off, Weiss finds grimm, and she 

starts to fight with her weapon (Myrtenaster, a 

multi action dust rapier). When Ruby attacks the 

grimm Weiss was about to attack, Ruby attacks 

with Crescent Rose (with a scythe sniper rifle). At 

that time Yang is fighting two grimm with Ember 

Celica (with a pair of dual ranged shot gauntlets). 

She kills one grimm and Blake kills the other and 

teams up with Yang. 

    They all have a way to go, but they may make 

it through Beacon. The White Fang and the other 

bad guys have other plans, but there will be only 

one winner in the war. 

Anonymous Confessions 
By The Penguin Whisperer  

 

“We all know you're obsessed with Shrek” 

-You know ( ͡° ͜ʖ ͡°) 
 

“Please, I swear, I'm not! I'm I´m ... ughh 

umm obsessed with mmm… PENGUINS!!!” 

-The Penguin Whisperer 

 

“My Best Friend Once told me that My Mom Eats Human 

Bones for Breakfast” 

-RoseBud 
 

“Well, does she? If so, take her to an exorcist.” 

-The Penguin Whisperer  

 

“I aTe a GoaT ThaT aTe a Pig” 

-Mr Pig me goat 
 

“I ate a frog that ate the person that ate a goat that ate a 

pig.” 

-The Penguin Whisperer   

 

“Am I the only one that has to pay people to be my 

friends?” 

-Anonymous 
 

“I'll be your friend. But if you want to make more friends, 

start going to activities in public to meet people. Or if you 

want to make friends online, Discord is a great way to do 

that. You can join group chats with people from all over 

the world who have similar interests.” 

-The Penguin Whisperer  

 

Jokes 
Adored by The Penguin Whisperer 
 

Q: What do penguins wear on their heads? 

A: Ice caps! 
 

Q: Where do penguins go to dance? 

A: The snow ball! 
 

Q: Who’s the penguin’s favorite relative? 

A: Aunt-Arctica! 
 

Q: Where do penguins go swimming? 

A: At the South Pool! 
 

Q: What’s black and white and goes around and around? 

A: A penguin in a revolving door! 
 

Q: What do penguins like to eat? 

A: Brrrrrrrritos!                                                              15 



 

Overheard 
By Alyssa Walker 
 

Teacher: “What did they feed that many people?” 

Student: “Sewage.” 

“I wanna make a church for Shrek.” 

“I’m sorry father, I’ll stop eating your noodles at 

night.” 

“I see Shrek in the flames.” 

“You’re the reason Mufasa died.” 

“Justin Beiber is not an anime.” 

“Taste that Einstein face.” 

“Not the Mafia!” 

Student 1: “Did you know Oompa Loompa is an 

adjective?” 

Student 2: “What’s an adjective?” 

“Shrek is hot.” 

“It’s okay if Pokémon is your 

fursona.” 

“Is Alaska a country?”  

“Oh no, I’m deaf! I can’t see!” 

“Yay! I’m bleeding.” 

“Coowuntry.” 

“Teletubbies are scary.” 

“Competitive hair-combing.” 

“I can’t hear you, I’m speedwalking.” 

“Are British bath bombs just tea bags?” 

Student 1: “I want to eat a candy cane.” 

Student 2: “I want to eat the souls of the innocent.” 

“Does anyone like football with feet?” 

“I’m much better at spelling when there’s auto-

correct.” 

“You should hit your cat with a hockey stick.” 

“Michael Jackson lives in my closet.” 

“You need to remove your permit to breathe.” 

Student 1: “Is it a mammal?” 

Student 2: “What’s a mammal?” 

“Don’t snort the Cheez-its.” 

Student 1: “I’ll buy those pants right off your legs 

right now, how much?” 

Student 2: “Deal.” 

“Ah, yes. Rabies.” 

“I expected him to have longer teeth.” 

“Scream, but it won’t stop the burning.”  

“I’ll burn him into a British man.” 

“That’s my brain, just infinite frog.” 

“Take the pencil and get out of my life forever.” 

“I have to keep annoying you. It’s my religion.”  

“She tried to eat my knee.”  
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“What if giraffes had wheels for legs?” 

“Wait! Watermelons grow on trees?” 

*GASP* “It’s a turtle!” *more serious tone* “It’s not 

a turtle.”  

 
Student 1: “What’s your favorite animal that 

resembles a turtle?” 

Student 2: “Your mom.” 

“Stop stretching the banana.” 

“Woah, it transforms into a potato?” 

“Christopher Columbus was my grandma.” 

“Sniff markers on your own time.” 

Sub: “Did you know I went to college with Mr. 

Tilly?”   

Student: *long pause, looks over at Mr. Tilly* “You 

went to college to be a janitor?” 

“Waddle waddle. That’s hello in Penguinese.” 

“My name spelled backwards is almost toilet.” 

“Why do we have to do fractiomals?” 

“Digigital.” 

“Did you just call me saliva?” 

Student: “I would recycle it.” 

Teacher: “Where?” 

Student: “The dump.”  

“If you push me out of the car, how will I get to Taco 

Bell?” 

“If my baby hits the floor like a sack of wet mice, I 

want nothing to do with it.” 

Student: “I think it’s an eight.” 

Teacher: “It’s a thirty-five.” 

“I feel like rubbing hand sanitizer all over my 

thighs.” 

“I got kicked out for cheating the system.” 

“My skin is my canvas.” 

“Uno, dos, tres, cuatro. Why did I do that? That was 

so un-English of me.” 

 “You know that rock by the office that’s shaped like 

a couch?” 

Student 1: “What’s twelve minus six?” 

Student 2: “Four.” 

“I thought I was going to be cool in middle school, 

but now I’m just drinking ravioli.” 



 


