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Borough Tournament 
By Jenna Streiff 

 

     On Saturday, March 4th the volleyball borough 

tournament took place in Nikiski. At 10 am, Kenai 7, 

4th seed, played Seward, 1st seed. In the first set, Kenai 

7 played very well and held their ground for the win of 

the first set. In the second set, Seward seemed scared 

since they had lost the first and kept fumbling with the 

ball. Kenai 7 took with the lead for another win to 

advance to the championship game.  

     Kenai 8, 3rd seed, played Skyview 8, 2nd seed, at 11 

am in a head-to-head match. One of Kenai’s great  
(continued on page 2)  

Top Two Teams 
By Olivia Easley 

 

     For the first time in Kenai’s history, two KMS 

teams were fighting against each other for first place. 

The first set was won by the 8th graders while the 

second was taken by the 7th graders. The 7th and 8th 

grade teams began warming up. After the 15-minute 

warm-up period finished, at 1 pm, the players walked 

onto the court ready for the game to start. 

     Kaylee Lauritsen, a member of the 8th grade team, 

stood on the edge of the court, ball in hand, prepared 

to serve. The whistle blew, allowing Kaylee to serve.  
(continued on page 2) 
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Borough Tournament 
(continued from page 1) 

 

servers, Kaylee Lauritsen, smashed serves in 

Skyview’s face for a big lead. Skyview couldn’t get 

their hands back on the ball, for a loss in the first set. 

Skyview lost their hope and Kenai 8 beat Skyview 8 

for the final win. Kenai 8 proceeded to the 

championship game against Kenai 7. 

     At noon, Skyview 8 played Seward for 3rd or 4th 

place. They battled hard until the middle of the second 

set, when the fire alarm went off and everyone had to 

be evacuated from the building. No one knows why 

the fire alarm went off but rumor has it that someone 

pulled the fire alarm lever. When they returned to the 

gym, Skyview fought hard and Seward fell behind and 

lost, giving Skyview 8 the 3rd place trophy. 

 

 

Top Two Teams 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Her team won the first point. The ball ran through the 

servers as it bounced between the teams. The crowd 

appeared to be as pumped as the teams themselves as 

they cheered from the bleachers. Throughout the game 

the ball was saved many times by Abby Every one of 

the 8th grade players, by diving and tipping. Kaitlyn 

Herrmann, a 7th grade player, had scored plenty of 

points only by serving. 

    The tension between the teams rose as the 8th grade 

team neared 15 points, which would end the game. 

The score landed at 11-14, so the 8th grade team only 

needed one more point to win. Kaylee would end the 

game, just as she had started it. She served the ball 

with a great amount of power, as she always does, 

serving it right into the bridge of my nose. It dropped 

from my face to the ground, surrendering the last point 

to the 8th grade team. They celebrated the win by 

screaming and jumping while hugging other team 

members.  

     They handed the third place trophy to the 8th grade 

Skyview team. Then they gave the 7th grade KMS 

team the second place trophy. Last but not least, they 

handed the first place trophy to the 8th grade Kenai 

team, who graciously accepted the trophy as they, 

once again, began screaming in joy. Each team took a 

team picture, then the 7th and 8th grade KMS teams 

took a picture all together, and that was the 2017 

Kenai Peninsula volleyball boroughs. 
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X-C Skiing 

By Kaylee Miller 
 

     Many people enjoyed this amazing ski season 

because of all the snow we got this winter. KMS had a 

total of 32 skiers.  The two main coaches were Mrs. 

Boonstra and Mr. Danielson. 

     The 6th graders on the team were Bridger Beck, 

Ben Boersma, Jayna Boonstra, Kenneth Coghill, 

Ashley Dahlman, Sara Gottschalk, Bianca Hansen, 

Ransom Hayes, Keagen Medina, Eli Morris, Malerie 

Nunn, and Kelly Trefon. 

     The 7th graders on the team were Ellen Atchley, 

Samuel Baisden, Jacob Begich, Joseph Gottschalk, 

Leah Fallon, Cooper Grimm, Summer Foster, Nathan 

Haga, Tyler Hippchen, Taylor Huett, Audrey Larson, 

David Martin, Betsy Moffett, Landon Olsen, Josie 

Passe, Samuel Roberts, Gabbie Tews, and manager 

Isaac Erwin. 

     The 8th graders on the team were Abigail Moffett, 

Matthew Grzybowski, and James Baisden. 

     Many people on the team said that Jayna Boonstra 

and James Baisden were the most inspiring during this 

season, but some people like Landon Olsen said that 

“Justin Bieber” was the most inspiring. 

    Some things that skiers learned this year were how 

to skate ski, how to play soccer on skis, how to V1 and 

V2, and to never give up. Most people's favorite 

memories are skiing with their friends, playing soccer 

on skis, and playing capture the flag on skis.  

     At the end of the season the team held an awards 

ceremony. A few of the traditional awards were:  

     Ben B. ~Most Committed Award 

     Eli M. ~Determination Award 

     Tyler H. ~Most Competitive Award 

     Audrey L. ~Most Improved Award 

     Joseph G. ~I Can Do It Award 

Some of the more unique awards were: 

     Josie P. ~Wild Hair Award 

     Jacob B. ~Egg Beater Award (fast legs on hills) 

     Jayna B. ~Mini But Mighty Award 

     Malerie N. ~Smooth Sailing Award 
 

                
 



OPINION-8-ED 

Easter Bunny or Easter-Not? Why? 
By Madeline Edelen 
 

Tucker Vann: “Bunny. He poops out jelly beans.”  

Maison Dunham: “Bunny. I like him. He’s cute.”  

Wes Katzenberger: “Easter Bunny, it’s tradition.”  

Cloey Followell: “Bunny. I like getting candy for Easter.”  

Rachel Pitsch: “Bunny. Because I know he’s real.”  

Sierrra Chapman: “Easter Bunny, because you can get candy.” 

Amber Matthews: “Easter-not. Because it’s fake and the Easter Bunny scares me!” 

Marek Grieme: “Easter Bunny. Just like communism we all need something to believe in.” 

Erin Blum: “Easter-not. I hate the Easter bunny and ham. Easter’s also very child-ish.” 

Ms. Stotz: “Why not? One of my favorite memories is the Easter Egg hunt after we 

watched the Family Circus special on TV!” 

Aria Fabiano: “Easter bunny. I like watching my nieces and nephews run around looking 

for the Easter eggs!”  

Jennifer Miranda: “Definitely Easter! I love the spring time, our family alaways made it 

fun. We did egg games. My birthday is in April, so we’ve had Easter egg hunts on my 

birthday. My favorite part of Easter is watching little kids hunt for eggs!”  

Nathan Brown: “Easter bunny, because I like bunnies, they are cute and fluffy.” 

Aiden Arness: “Easter Bunny, I get money, candy, and mashed potatoes with gravy!” 

Raelynn Passe: “Easter Bunny, because it gives you candy.” 

Jackson Duperron: “Easter Bunny, because it’s fun to celebrate old traditions.” 

Sarah Witt: “Easter Bunny, it’s fun and a time to spend with family.” 

Cheyenne Juliussen: “Easter Bunny, Because the Easter Bunny is my best friend, because 

he likes pink and I like pink.” 

Donny Wynn: “Easter Bunny. Because I get to mess with my brothers and deviled eggs.”  
 

KMS X-C Ski Team 

 
Check out more pictures of the skiers in action in the full-color online version of the Purple Pages! 

Spring 

Facts 
By Alex Martin 

 

1. Spring, one of 

the four seasons, 

is after winter and 

before summer. 

2. Spring happens 

to be a symbol of 

rebirth. 

3.When it is 

spring in the 

Northern 

hemisphere, it is 

autumn or fall in 

the Southern 

hemisphere. 

4. Spring starts on 

March 21st or 

22nd. 

5. The first day of 

spring is called 

the vernal 

equinox. 

6. Vernal is spring 

in Latin. 

7. The days get 

longer and 

warmer in spring. 

8. Spring holidays 

are Easter, 

Passover, April 

Fool’s Day, Earth 

Day, Arbor Day, 

Mother’s Day, 

Father’s Day, 

Cinco De Mayo 

(he heh, mayo), 

and Holi. 

9. The Earth’s 

axis starts to tilt 

towards the sun 

during spring. 

10. Hibernating 

animals, such as 

bears, start to 

wake up and be 

more active. 
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D.C. Spring Break Adventure 
By Julia Hanson 

 

     During spring break March 12th through March 

20th, 17 8th graders took a trip to Washington D.C. 

We went to so many different places that by the third 

day I had forgotten what we did our first day. The 

trip was so jammed packed, from 7 am to maybe 10 

pm each night we were out of the hotel doing 

something. We went to the Pentagon Memorial, 

Lincoln Memorial, Mt. Vernon, the Capitol, and the 

Holocaust Memorial Museum. I recommend looking 

these up if you don’t recognize any of these names. 

The trip was very interesting, including our delays 

that hold an interesting story.  

     One evening we were traveling from the colonial 

village of Jamestown back to D.C. when there was 

an accident on the road. We arrived 1 hour and 30 

minutes late at 11 o’clock pm, a little setback for our 

sleep schedule, but nothing major.  

     Williamsburg, Virginia was very interesting. 

There were a lot of different things to do and see in 

the town, which ran one mile from end to end. There 

were so many different shops, stores, and 

reenactments. In the town with the giant Catholic 

church at one end, everything was colonial with an 

1800 feel to it. The other end, with William and 

Mary College, had more modern shops, like candy 

stores, cafes, there was even a Christmas shop with 

only Christmas stuff.    

     At 3:45 am Saturday morning, 17 kids loaded 

onto a bus, tired, exhausted, looking forward to 

going home and sleeping in their own beds. We 

boarded our plane at 5:45 that morning, excited for 

the plane to take off. The engine started, but an 

announcement came on saying we would be delayed 

20 minutes because of difficulties with the engine. Ughhh. Finally, we took off. Of course, with this trip’s luck, 

an elderly woman had a problem. Yet another announcement said we would be making an emergency landing in 

Minneapolis. Great, we would be landing in Seattle late. We missed our flight, surprised? Well, we were. Mr. 

Summer and Ms. Johnson were doing everything they could, but we were stuck in Seattle overnight. We ended 

up having to stay there for another 6 hours. 

     Stuck in Seattle seems fun, doesn’t it? Well it was. We got our first opportunity to sleep in, until 9:45 am. 

That was sleeping in to us, anyways. But we did so much in the one day we were there. We took the Metro for 

40 minutes, went to Pike Place Market, and saw the Original Starbucks. *Mr. Summer’s coffee shop?* We went 

to the Gum Wall, quite an interesting place, and people were everywhere, and even playing live music up the 

stairwell. We walked so far and did so much in this unplanned day that never ceased to amaze us.  

     It was time to leave Seattle to go to Fairbanks for our rescheduled flight. We landed in Fairbanks at 2 am. 

Every single one of the 17 kids found a row of chairs to sleep on. At 5:30 we got woken up to go through 

security and board our plane. Finally, at 7 am we landed in Anchorage on March 20th. 
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By Jenna Streiff 
 

     Over spring break, my family and I went on a Disney cruise. 

The name of the ship was The Disney Dream. It’s a four-day 

cruise with two stops on the way at Nassau, Bahamas and 

Disney’s private island Castaway Cay. 

     On Nassau, there are lots of shops and beaches you can go to. 

There are also a lot of little diners. On Disney’s private island 

there were way more things to do. We got to swim with 

stingrays, feed stingrays, eat, swim, play pool, and more. 

     Our stateroom aboard the ship didn’t have very much space 

but was the perfect size for my two siblings and I. Every night 

the room service people would come in, put chocolate squares on 

our bed, and make little animals out of the towels, like a 

monkey, an elephant, a crab, and a giraffe. My siblings and I 

would stay up until about three in the morning watching movies 

on TV. The only problem with that was that we would wake up 

late and have less time to do things the next day.  

     On the ship there are many things to do like meeting Disney 

characters, mini golf, swimming, live shows, movie theatre, and 

much, much more. The live shows were phenomenal. One show 

was The Golden Mickeys. You could meet all the good 

characters (the non-evil ones) like Mickey, Minnie, Donald 

Duck, Daisy, Goofy, and all the others. Another show was called 

The Villains. You could meet all the bad people (the evil ones) 

like Jafar and Ursula. The shows I watched were absolutely a 

once-in-a-life time experience. 

     On the ship, there was a movie theatre called the Buena Vista 

Theatre where they played movies like Moana, Rogue One, and 

the new Beauty and the Beast. Most of the movies were 3D. 

     On the last day of the cruise, the waters were really choppy 

and the wind was blowing really hard, so we decided to play 

mini golf. The wind was literally blowing so hard that it blew my 

shoe off my foot. My mom checked how fast the wind was 

blowing and it was 40+ knots. 

     There were a few places to eat; one was a fast food place 

called Flo’s Café and three others were more formal. There also 

was a place where you could get unlimited ice cream, as much as 

you want. You could eat chicken strips and french fries. The 

formal restaurants were 

called The Enchanted 

Garden, The Animator’s 

Palate, and The Royal 

Palace.  

     My cruise was filled 

with fun experiences. I 

love the places I went and 

the food I ate, but there’s 

no place like home! 

Unique Spring 

Traditions 
By Olivia Easley 

 

     All around the 

world there are 

many unique ways 

to celebrate spring. 

In Switzerland 

they like to 

celebrate the end 

of winter with a 

bang, literally. 

Once the first 

flowers begin to 

bloom they burn a 

snowman, which is 

usually filled with 

explosives, on a stake. This tradition is said 

to determine the summer weather; the faster 

the fire reaches its head, the better summer 

conditions. If it explodes in the first 6-10 

minutes the summer will be dry and sunny, 

but if the snowman is still burning after 10 

minutes it will be a rainy summer. This 

tradition has been dated back to the 16th 

century.  

     In Poland they celebrate the first day of 

spring by parading a doll, usually made of 

straw, through the streets heading towards a 

river, then they throw the decorated doll into 

the river. The doll represents the cold, 

dreary winter. This tradition is called the 

drowning of Marzanna, it has also been 

dated back to the 16th century. 

    In Bulgarian, Baba Marta means “the 

grandmother of March” so this tradition 

starts on the first day of March. In folklore, 

Baba Marta is a rude old lady who must be 

treated well or she will give the people more 

winter. Now, Baba Marta Day is a 

celebration of the proximity of spring. To 

welcome the warmer weather they decorate 

their wrists with martenitsi, a red and white 

bracelet that represents health and fertility. 

People also give these as gifts to friends and 

family to wish them peace and happiness.  

     These are all examples of very unique 

ways to celebrate the arrival of spring. So 

how do you celebrate spring?                     5 
 



Solid Rock Trip 
By Gabby Hansen 

 

 
 

     This year on March 9th, the eighth 

graders traveled to Solid Rock. There 

were different stations each group 

went to: a bungee runner with Mrs. 

Miranda, broomball with Mrs. 

Rininger, game room with Ms. Stotz, 

frisbee golf with Mr. Summer, 

campfire and s’mores with Mrs. True, 

and tubing with Mr. Schlung. 

Everyone I talked to thought the 

bungee runner and tubing were the 

most entertaining, but the whole trip 

was just a great experience.  

     Before the trip, a few people had 

some things to say. Connor Koppes 

was hoping it would be as enjoyable 

as sixth grade camp, because that was 

really awesome. Tania Cazares 

thought it was going to be marvelous. 

Taylor Pierce said, “I think it’s going 

to be fun to hang out with friends and 

teachers and getting to miss school.” 

Everyone was most excited for the 

bungee runner.  

     After the trip, Raelynn Passe said 

that it was really cool, and that the 

best part was definitely tubing. Marek 

Grieme said that it was pretty fun, 

except for Frisbee golf, only because 

if you lost a Frisbee, everyone had to 

go searching. His favorite station was 

either tubing or the bungee run. 

Overall, the trip was a huge success. 

We all had a great time, and didn’t 

have to go to school! 

Ice Fishing Trip 
By Faith-Lynn Gattenby 

 

     On March 3rd, 2017, the KMS seventh graders went on a fishing trip 

at Island Lake and had a lot of fun! Mr. Verkuilen has been doing this 

ice fishing trip for 22 years and it has become a tradition.                               

       When we arrived at the lake, it was still a little bit dark. The 

weather was sunny but windy. The wind almost blew a few kids off the 

ground, but all of that sun was quite nice. It was very cold outside but, 

not cold enough to cause frostbite. At about lunch time, there were a 

few clouds. 

     Lots of people won prizes including 

sweaters, fishing poles, trophies, and 

hats. Caitlin Crabb won for the biggest 

fish which was 15 ½ inches. Jake 

Dukowitz caught the most fish and the 

smallest fish which was about 7 inches. 

Samiel Wilson and Kaitlyn Herrmann 

won prizes for being the most 

dedicated. Other people that won prizes 

were Devan Moore, Logan Satathite, 

James Sparks, Zoticus Active, Faith Braud, Koda Poulin, Maccoy 

Castillo, Isaiah Ticknor, Joyce Trenton, Andie Galloway, and Mrs. 

Galloway.  

     Mabon Williamson enjoyed the fishing trip, and he said, “I do not 

know. There were some parts where I had to take off my gloves and 

then put them back on and it was fun.” I asked Mabon if he had caught 

any fish and he said, “No, but I almost caught a boot though. The boot 

would not fit through the hole.”  Mabon was hanging out with Matthew 

Caughran, Matthew’s dad, and Taer Nelson. 

     Lauryn Avery enjoyed the ice fishing trip very much. She said, 

“Yes, I want to do it every day of my life.”  She said that she did not 

catch a fish, but she caught herself. She fell in an ice fishing hole and 

got stuck. Her favorite part was making s’mores and starting the fire. 

The four people that she was hanging out with were Audrey Larson, 

Zoe Mason, Taylor Andrews, and me. 

     Isaiah Ticknor enjoyed the ice fishing trip and almost got two fish 

but the second fish came off of the hook. His favorite part was catching 

his first fish. The one person that he was “chilling” with was Shannon 

Murphy. 

     Caitlin Crabb, who caught the largest fish, enjoyed the ice fishing 

trip. Her two favorite parts of the day were the actual fishing and the 

tug-of-war games. The seven people that she was hanging out with 

were Brooke Ashley, Nevaeh Olson, Andie Galloway, Valerie 

Villegas, Dillon Hanson, Logan Satathite, and Jenna Streiff. 

     Just a few jokes to end this…  

          They asked me where I caught my fish, I said in the water. 

          Like my secret fishing spot? The fish don’t even know about it!  
 

Check out more pictures from the 7th and 8th grade field trips in the online version of the Purple Pages! 
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Challenger Center  
Field Trips 
By Gabby Hansen 

 

Between February 

24th and March 7th, 

the sixth graders 

went with their 

science teachers to 

the Challenger 

Center in five 

different groups. The 

students were really 

excited to go and 

learn about space. 

This year, it was 

Mrs. Tews’ first time 

going to the Challenger Center with students. She was 

really impressed with the graphics, which made her 

feel like the mission was real. I remember going there 

in sixth grade; takeoff was really fun and getting to 

feel like you’re really in space was just an awesome 

experience! 

The sixth graders had to prepare before they went to 

the Challenger Center. They had six different lessons 

learning about Mars, experimented on how long you 

could survive on Mars, if water could be found on 

Mars, what it would take to live in space, designed 

their own space habitat, compared pictures of Mars 

and Earth, and learned about the different things you 

need to know about how to land a rover. 

     They all had several jobs to try, including 

navigation, medical, life support, biology, weather, 

geology, robotics, and communications. Gwendylan 

Case was a geologist. She thought it was a pretty cool 

job. She got to use a robot and collect sand off of 

rocks and tell what kind of rocks they were. 

Gwendylan said, “The best part of the trip was that we 

got to wear uniforms and badges.” Nolan Rodgers 

liked the trip because it was so real. He was part of the 

medical team. Nolan helped check people’s blood 

pressure and made sure the radiation stayed consistent.  

     Mrs. Tews said, “The most memorable thing about 

the trip was how into it the students were. They were 

excited to put the headset on and get to work. They 

really took it seriously.” That sounds like a great trip!  

Check out more Challenger Center pictures online! 

February SOM 
By Kaitlyn Herrmann 

 

     If you want to earn Student of the Month, read this 

paragraph! Getting Student of the Month doesn’t only 

require sitting there and doing your work correctly 

(although you should include that). It requires 

character and participation. Using character allows and 

helps you to stand out, and the most important is 

participating. When you participate, not only in class 

but in all of the clubs, it really counts for something. 

No, I’m not trying to say you have to be perfect, but if 

you use these tips it will get you somewhere.  
 

      
8th Grade: Taylor Carver, Bethany Morris & Leroy Evarts 

 

        
7th Grade: Milena Doyle, Summer Foster & Delaney Duck 

 

           
6th Grade: Nekoda Cooper, Esther Joseph & Riley Sparks 

 

What kind of music did they play during the 8th grade class trip? They only played Solid Rock! 

                 What did the 6th grader name her new puppy after the Challenger Center field trip? Rover!              7 
 



Kasey Kaiser  
By Julia Hanson 

 

    Kasey Kaiser 

is an 8th grader 

at KMS. He has 

been here since 

6th grade and 

has enjoyed all 

three years 

here. 

     Kasey has 

four best 

friends, Simon 

Farabee, Rayce 

Powell, McCullen Gaul, and Cullen 

Engebretsen. All they really do is walk 

around, talk, and hang out, nothing really 

too different from anyone else.  

     Kasey has a pretty large family, two 

younger sisters, two younger brothers, one 

older sister, and one older brother. That’s 

seven kids including himself! I asked him 

who he was closest with in his large family, 

and he said that they were all super close 

and no one is worth more than the another. 

     Kasey has some hobbies that I find 

interesting. He loves drawing dragons, 

flowers, and anything you could imagine. 

He enjoys doing this because he’s good at 

it and it’s relaxing. He also enjoys 

basketball. If you don’t remember, Kasey 

was on our school’s B-Team basketball 

team this and year, and he enjoys this sport 

because it’s a physical activity.  

     I asked Kasey a really random question, 

what kind of car he thinks he will be 

driving in 15 years. He is stuck between 

two options, a Chevy El Camino or a 57 

Chevy pickup. 

     Have you ever thought about the teacher 

that’s had the biggest impact on you? Well, 

Kasey said Mrs. Newton did, because in 7th 

grade she helped him a lot and she was just 

a great teacher in general. Kasey said he 

was looking forward to high school 

because of all the new experiences, new 

classes, and just a new school in general.  

 

March 

Birthdays 
By Ambrosia Lawrence 

 

Jacob Brewington-1st  

Xavier Zendejas-1st  

Isabelle Harris-2nd  

Anthony Thompson-3rd  

Abby Every-4th  

Ciara Neely-6th  

Jorie Witt-7th  

Michael Dominic-7th  

Linnaea Gossard-7th  

Jaylynn Witt-7th  

Mr. Wolf-8th 

Ashlynne Baughn-9th 

Ben Castrellon-13th  

Landon Olsen-14th  

Katie Shears-14th  

Blake Bucho-18th  

Elora Jennings-18th  

Matthew Parazoo-18th  

Sydney Jeffries-19th  

Joseph Sylvester-19th  

Robby Gibson-21st  

Macy Stanley-21st  

Faith Gattenby-21st  

Desiree Devera-22nd  

Cullen Engebretson-23rd  

Joey Freeman-24th  

Olivia Easley-24th  

Rachel Trenton-25th  

Kaylee Miller-25th  

Cameron Prior-25th  

Erin Blum-25th  

Caden Fields-26th  

Kyle Rice-27th  

Koda Poulin-27th  

Mabon Williamson-28th  

Bethany Morris-29th  

Mr. Beck-29th  

Milena Doyle-30th  

Sara Gottschalk-31st  

 

    

Tina Uta 
By Kaylee Miller 

 

Tina Uta 

is a 7th 

grader 

here at 

KMS. Her 

favorite 

subject in 

school is 

art. Her 

best  

friends are 

Jeff Uta, 

Summer Foster, Audrey Larson, 

Mabon Williamson, Isaiah Ticknor, 

Alex Martin, and me! When she's 

with her friends she’s always asking 

about their day and she is a good 

listener. 

     She loves spending time with her 

family. She has five older brothers, 

and her brother Jeff is an 8th grader 

here at KMS. Tina gets along really 

well with Jeff. 

     Tina was born in Kansas City, but 

her family moved here last year. In 

her free time, she enjoys sleeping, 

playing video games, doing art 

projects, and cooking. Her favorite 

food is pizza, and her favorite video 

game is Unison League. Her favorite 

movie is Moana, and her favorite 

animal is the white Siberian Tiger. 

Her favorite colors are blue, white, 

pink, and purple, and volleyball is 

her favorite sport.  

    She wants to be a veterinarian 

when she is older. I asked her, if you 

have two pills, one is red, and one is 

blue. The blue one will let you live 

for eternity, but the red one will 

solve world hunger, she said she 

would definitely take the red one. 

Tina is a very awesome and caring 

person who wants to help others. 

8                 Inspiration: Happiness is found when you stop comparing yourself to other people. 
 



Hailey Followell 
By Gabby Hansen 

 

     Hailey Followell is 

a sixth grader here at 

KMS who is super fun 

to talk to. Her hobby 

is making things for 

her friends. Her 

friends include 

Bianca, Jaylynn, Jorie, 

Brooklyn, Nekoda, 

and Malena.  When 

she’s with her friends, 

they like to talk about 

“dumb life stuff.”  

     She has six family members including herself. 

She spends more time with her family than with 

her friends. Her favorite thing to do with them is 

play a card game called Jungle Speed. Hailey is 

very artistic, and she loves to draw and paint. 

Usually when she draws, she looks at a picture 

and then draws it. Her favorite music genre is 

modern country, and her favorite artist is Blake 

Shelton.  

     I then asked her some crazy, out of the 

ordinary, questions. If she could travel anywhere 

in the world, it would be Europe because she’s 

always wanted to go to France. The coolest place 

Hailey has ever been is in Hawaii. She flew 

down to see her aunt and uncle, and it was also 

her birthday when they were down there. Her 

aunt made her amazing brownies and she got to 

play with dolphins.  

     Hailey’s favorite book is Hatchet because she 

liked the ending, where Brian gave the man food 

when he didn’t really have anything to offer. 

Hailey is in two sports; she is in figure skating 

and is about to start volleyball.  

     If she won the lottery, she would go to France 

and donate to her church. In the future, Hailey 

would love to be a paleontologist. This last 

question actually stumped her. If you had to eat 

one food for the rest of your life, what would it 

be? “I would have macaroni and cheese with 

peas and salmon, because my family makes that 

a lot, and if I ate that it would make me feel more 

at home.” 

      Hailey Followell is such an awesome person 

with a big personality, so if you see her in the 

hallways, make sure to say hi! 

April 
Birthdays 

By Taylor Carver 
 

Madison Hancock- 1st  

Sydney Johnson- 1st  

Jackson DuPerron- 1st  

Katie Stockton- 2nd  

Mrs. Newton- 2nd  

Lily Reed- 3rd  

Aidan Milburn- 3rd  

Zoe Mason- 4th  

Angel Anderson- 5th 

Nathan Haga- 6th  

Sean Raften- 8th 

Hermoine Lanfear- 9th 

Julia Hanson- 9th 

Kaylee Lauritsen- 9th 

Jacob Wisnewski- 10th 

Keagen Medina- 11th  

Cassius Tiepelman 

   Sours- 11th 

Buddy Ward- 12th 

Jordan Smith- 12th 

Jake Phillips- 13th  

Mrs. Miranda- 13th  

Ellen Atchley- 15th  

Mrs. Hulien- 15th  

Marina Crabb- 15th  

Mrs. Tews- 15th  

Genesis Trevino- 16th 

Hayes Howard- 16th 

Jason Koenig- 18th 

River Tomrdle- 18th 

Lizzy Grzybowski- 20th  

Mrs. Adair- 20th  

Sophie Karl- 21st 

Kaden Blake- 21st 

Jackson Purcell- 21st 

Mr. Nash- 21st  

Leroy Evarts- 22nd 

Trey Anderson- 22nd 

Reagan Graves- 23rd 

Miranda Osterhaus- 24th 

Echo Thiele- 24th 

Taer Nelson- 27th 

Lylian Puhl- 27th 

Joe Hamilton- 28th 

Amelia Mueller- 28th 

       

PEAKS                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Johnson is enjoying her reign 

as Miss PEAKS, joyfully 

supervising students as they 

complete the Performance 

Evaluation of Alaska Students, the 

new online standardized tests. 

 

Mime Day! 

Zaharah Wilshusen silently 

expresses her love for a terrified 

Mr. Summer on Mime Day! 

 

Inspiration 
 

You never realize how strong you 

are until being strong is the only 

choice you have. 

 

Difficult roads often lead to 

beautiful destinations. 
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YouTubers Around the School 
By Riley Updike 

 

  
 

     These are some of the better known YouTubers around our school. In this 

article I will include the YouTuber’s name, the channel name, and the channel 

type. I will start from the most known to the least known. I will also include my 

channel at the end of this article.  
 

1. 1. MFilms is a film channel that makes random videos. The owner of this 

channel is Marek Grieme.  Marek started on YouTube in November, 2012. He 

uploads monthly on this channel, and on his second channel Marek tries to 

upload weekly. Marek wants his viewers to know that he does this for fun and 

not for the money. Marek also says he won’t stop uploading for a long time.  
  

2. 2. MrGamingFox is a gaming channel. The owner of this channel is Cassius 

Tiepelman-Sours. Cassius started on YouTube in December, 2014. He tries to 

upload monthly on his channel. Cassius wants his viewers to just enjoy his 

channel/content and he will stay appropriate for a long time. Also, as he says, 

“Game On!”.  
 

3. 3. Fade Gaming and Vlogs is a gaming/vlog channel. The owner of this channel 

is Aiden Arness. Aiden started on YouTube in mid-summer of 2016. Aiden tries 

to upload on a schedule but does not normally.  Aiden wants his viewers to know 

that he tries his best and not to expect much from him as he is new at YouTube. 
 

4. 4. Redtheredgamingonline is a gaming channel. The owner of this channel is me. 

I will start trying to upload twice a week. I want my viewers to know that I will 

do my best to keep my channel going and never stop uploading.  
 

     In conclusion I have put these in order of most to least know channels around 

our school. I would like to thank everyone for reading this, and I would like to 

thank every channel on this list for making videos; as Cassius says, “Game On!” 
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WOW Ride 
By Taylor Carver 

 

 
 

     The 2017 annual WOW 

Ride was held on Saturday, 

February 25th, at Freddie’s 

Roadhouse in the Caribou 

Hills. Way Out Women is a 

non-profit organization that 

raises money for people 

with cancer. If you want to 

ride, you pay $100, and 

along with that you get 

breakfast, a goody bag, a 

limited edition t-shirt, and 

lunch.  

     The event is spanned 

over three days, but the 

main events are all held on 

the second day. The first 

day is when you sign in, and 

you fill out all your 

paperwork and pay. The 

second day, the 72-mile 

snow-machine ride happens 

out to Caribou Creek Lodge 

and back. The raffle, 

bidding, and door prizes go 

on after the ride. On the 

third day, there are snow 

machine drag races, which 

are a lot of fun! 

      This year, the WOW 

Ride raised $98,853.56, but 

people continue to donate 

money after the event is 

over. The event is a lot of 

fun! Maybe you should go 

next year! 
 



Star of the Week  
By Ambrosia Lawrence 

 

     In February, Mr. Gustkey gave all of his 

language arts classes the new Star of the 

Week assignment; the title and passage was 

about Love. When the class heard the news, 

some students liked the idea, but others 

weren’t as thrilled. The biggest problem at 

the time was students were questioning what 

to write about, including me. 

     There were many ideas scrambled in my 

head, bits and pieces that I thought were 

interesting, but I had to keep in mind that we 

only had a 201-word limit. I soon decided I 

didn’t want to make it all “lovey.” I wanted 

to add a twist, something that would catch 

Mr. Gustkey’s attention. I remember being 

disappointed when I didn’t win the last Star 

of the Week, yet Mr. Gustkey said that I was 

close, so I knew I had to write something he 

would enjoy. I wanted to write something 

that included a dog in a way, but that was too 

risky considering it was a standard choice 

and everyone else already thought about it. I 

didn’t just want to abandon the idea, so I 

decided to add that twist I was talking about 

before. 

     On the day of the announcement, students 

were nervous. If students didn’t receive their 

paper handed back, they either won or didn’t 

turn the paper in. Six students won in my 3rd 

period class, including me! After he reads 

each of the writer’s assignments out loud, he 

takes a photo of the students posing with a 

stuffed flamingo which is awkward for most 

people, and then displays the photo on the 

Star of the Week wall. 

     When he read mine out loud, it was kind 

of weird, because he doesn’t announce whose 

it is until you walk up to grab your paper. 

Everyone always looks around trying to 

guess whose it is. But it’s a nice thought to 

know that he felt my paper was creative and 

well written. 

     If you would like to read any of the Star 

of the Week papers, go to the 7th grade 

hallway by Mr. Gustkey’s classroom, where 

you can find them displayed on a big red 

piece of paper. 

 

What Makes a Star? 
Ambrosia Lawrence 

 

     For the Star of the Week 

assignments, these are a 

couple things Mr. Gustkey 

looks for when choosing a 

winner. 

     He stated that he looks 

for stories that follow the 

requirements, then for 

people who use the 

techniques in class. He also 

looks for submissions that 

seem different from the rest. 

For example, he would encourage students to use metaphors, 

personification, alliteration, etc. 

     I asked him to explain the topic of the Aleutian Sparrow 

themed Star of the Week and why he decided to use it. He said 

he wanted us to focus on using as few words as possible in a 

powerful way: “One-word title and using techniques where the 

title and the writing mesh.”  

 

Quest Film Fest 
 

 
KMS students traveled to the KPBSD District Film Festival, 

sponsored by the Quest program, on March 8th. It was a long 

bus ride, but they got to show off their movie making talents 

and view other films made by students from across the district. 

Participants included Isabelle Harris, Eli Morris, Fiona Wolfe, 

Esther Joseph, Malerie Nunn, Maison Dunham, Dulce Santana, 

Kaitlyn Walsh, Hanna Morrow, Rachel Koppes, Grace Morrow, 

and Connor Koppes (also Sean Raften, not pictured).  

 

Inspiration: Keep your eyes on the stars  

and your feet on the ground. 

                                       11 
 



 
By Alex Martin 

 

     Have you ever had that one time in class or at home where 

you say or do something embarrassing? Everyone has. Don’t 

even lie. If you really haven’t, I’m stunned! Honestly! But 

back to the point, many times these “moments” give laughing 

fits to the people who witness them. The following people 

have done embarrassing things in the past and are willing to 

share those moments with us. 

     An interesting phenomena occurred at Redoubt Elementary 

years ago. Melatina Uta was participating in a show-and-tell. 

She was very shy, so this task was a little difficult for her. She 

was almost done talking about all her items when she finally 

got to a stuffed animal turtle that belonged to her dog. “I cried 

in front of the entire class because my dog had passed away,” 

she said. That’s sad. (Well, my feelings are triggered…) 

     Have you ever had your voice crack? I have! Plenty of 

times. But that’s another story for another day. Anyway, that 

happened in Language Arts to Maccoy Castillo. Mr. Shirley, 

the substitute, was taking attendance when he got to Maccoy. 

When he called his name, Maccoy answered with a simple 

here. Although you could tell that he was saying here, it 

sounded more like a hee-ya than a here.  

     Let’s go on an adventure! Let’s go to… Solid Rock! At 

Solid Rock, Grace Morrow was “under attack” by Hanna 

Morrow. Hanna was pretending to throw a water bottle when 

it slipped out of her hand. “It came this close to hitting my 

face!” Grace said, showing how it was about an inch away 

from hitting her face. Hanna got up to fetch the bottle when 

she tripped and fell. Grace stood up to do the same thing when 

she tripped over Hanna and fell on top of her! (Dog pile!) 

     That’s all of the stories I have at the moment. Beware of 

the next issue of “Oops!” coming later this April. The topic 

will be strange habits that you don’t ever stop. One of mine is 

I always lock my door, no matter what! Whether I’m the only 

one home or I’ve got a friend over, I always lock it after I 

enter! 
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Top 10 Ways to Get Sick 
By Kaitlyn Herrmann 

 

Being sick is an amazing experience and an 

awesome feeling! If you want to experience 

this amazing experience follow some of the 

steps below! 

1. When picking your nose, be sure to use the 

longest nail so you can get all of the deepest 

surfaces.  

2. When sharing water with your friends, make 

sure you swish it and spit it back in, it adds 

flavor and creates an even more amazing 

drink! 

3. When you have a sore on your lip, ask a 

friend to borrow their chapstick! 

4. When you spill your food, do the janitor a 

favor and slurp or lick it off of the table. 

5. 5. Save water after using the restroom and then 

eat some cheesy puffs, followed by licking 

fingers! 

6. 6. Drink only soda and stay up all night.  

7. 7. Eat junk food for breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner! 

8. 8. Only run when dinner is ready. 

9. 9. Take a bite of your apple and then pass it 

around! 

10. 10. Stay inside all day with the blinds closed 

and Netflix open. 

11.  
(Reality check: 

Nurse Dixie does 

not want any of 

you to try any of 

these tips! Stay 

healthy, kids!) 

 

 
 

Nurse Dixie and Kaitlyn are happy to  

demonstrate how not to do #3 and #9. 
 

 
 



Fashion Show 
By Tania Cazares & Taylor Carver 

 

     If you watched the fashion show on 

March 1st then you would know there were 

some fantastic looks! The fashion show was 

one of the many clubs to choose from. Their 

looks were based off what seasons they were 

given. I spoke with some of the designers 

and models to get the inside scoop on what 

went down throughout the club.  

     Connor Koppes said that the topic spring 

inspired him to make a butterfly outfit. It was 

made out of paper, furry fabric, rope, and A 

LOT of hot glue. He said that his favorite 

part of the costume was the dress because it 

was black fur, and it made him feel fabulous 

and sassy. He also said that on the runway he 

felt nervous at first but it was so much fun 

and he would love to do it again.  

     We asked some people in the audience 

about what they thought of the fashion show. 

Kara Pratt said that her favorite season was 

summer even though her favorite outfit was 

the butterfly. “Bigger is better!” she 

exclaimed.  She told me that she loved the 

fashion show and how well put together it 

was, especially the music and lighting.   

     Nathan Brown also had some feedback 

about the fashion show. He said the runway 

models did pretty great! He thought that 

maybe the butterfly could become the new 

trend. Nathan also 

thought that Sierra, 

whose season was 

summer, was his 

personal favorite, “I 

really liked the cape 

that she threw off,” he 

said. Just to make the 

fashion show a little 

more competitive, he 

thought they could 

have added judges. 

     Overall the fashion 

show was 

spectacular! If you 

didn’t get to be part of 

the fashion show 

maybe next year is 

your year to become KMS’s next top model! 

 
Kenai’s next top models show off their designs! 

 

MathCounts Mathletes 
 

     Congratulations to the KMS MathCounts team for their 

strong showing at the state competition on March 18th. The 

team traveled to Juneau over spring break and did some 

exploring around town and in the ice caves in addition to 

competing in the math meet. Overall, the team earned 3rd place, 

while Maison scored 5th and Hayden scored 6th for individuals. 

 
Emma Mullet, Phoebe Thomas, Maison Dunham, 

Hayden Hanson & Coach David Thomas 
 

6th Grade B-ballers! 

 

Thanks to Coach Roser and 

Coach Gustkey! 
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Springtime Cupcake in a Jar 
By Gabby Hansen  

 

Ingredients: 

 White or yellow cake mix 

 Mason jar or clear cup 

 Food coloring  

 Cupcake pan 

 Sprinkles                                                                   

 Frosting 

For the frosting you will need: 

 1 cup butter, softened 

 4 ½ to 5 cups of powdered sugar 

 5 tablespoons milk 

 ¼ teaspoon salt 

 A dash of vanilla 

In a medium bowl or mixer, combine butter, 

powdered sugar, vanilla, milk, and salt until light 

and fluffy.  

 

For the cupcakes:  

1. Follow the directions on the box of the cake 

batter. 

2. Divide the batter into four equal portions and dye 

them whichever colors you would like. Pastel 

colors are recommended.   

3. Pour the batter into a cupcake pan, and follow the 

directions on the box. 

4. As they are baking, you will need to make the 

frosting. You can add food coloring too. 

5. Once you’re done, let the cupcakes cool. 

6. Once they are cooled, break the cupcakes into 

pieces. 

7. Place one color of cake in the bottom of your 

clear cup, and then 

place a thin layer of 

frosting. 

8. Repeat until the whole 

cup is filled.  

9. Add some sprinkles on 

the top, and you’re 

done! 

10. Enjoy!!  
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Search for Spring Puzzle 
By Taylor Carver 

 

 

 
 

Spring Playlist 
By Kaitlyn Herrmann & Julia Hanson 

 

“Their Hearts Were Full of Spring”- Beach Boys  

“Here Comes the Sun”- The Beatles 

“Everglow”- Coldplay  

“When Doves Cry”- Prince  

“Don’t Wanna Know”- Maroon 5 

“How Would You Feel”- Ed Sheeran  

“Photograph”- Ed Sheeran 

“Let Her Go”- Passenger  

“Walking On Sunshine”- Katrina and the Waves  

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow”- Iz 

“Can’t Stop the Spring”- The Flaming Lips  

“Spring Fever”- Pete Seeger 

“Fires of Spring”- Chris Rea 

“Hungry Caterpillar”- The Learning Station 

“The Rain Song”- Led Zeppelin  

“I Can See Clearly Now”- Johnny Nash 

“When It’s Spring Time in Alaska It’s Forty Below”- 

    Johnny Horton  
 



Easter Egg Jokes  

to Crack You Up 
By Taylor Carver & Gabby Hansen 

 

 
 

 Why did the Easter bunny have to get 

crutches? He had a really bad spring 

break. 

 What season is it when you are on a 

trampoline? Spring-time! 

 Why does a chicken coop have two 

doors? If it had four, it would be a 

chicken sedan.  

 Why didn’t the Easter egg cross the 

road? Because he wasn’t a chicken yet. 

 How do you know carrots are good for 

your eyes? Have you ever seen a rabbit 

with glasses? 

 What do you call rabbits that live at the 

North Pole? Cold. 

 What’s yellow, has long ears, and grows 

on trees? Easter Bunanas! 

 What kind of jokes do eggs tell? Egg 

yolks! 

 Where did the bunny groom and bunny 

bride go after their wedding? On a 

bunnymoon. 

 How does the Easter bunny paint all of 

those eggs? He hires Santa’s elves on 

their off-seasons. 

 What kind of jewelry do bunnies wear? 

24-carrot gold. 

 What is the Easter bunny’s favorite state 

capital? Albunny, New York. 

 What do you call a mischievous bunny? 

A practical yolker.    
 

Purple Pages Reporters: Taylor Carver, Tania 

Cazares, Olivia Easley, Madeline Edelen, Faith-

Lynn Gattenby, Gabby Hansen, Julia Hanson, 

Kaitlyn Herrmann, Destiny Jas, Ambrosia 

Lawrence, Alex Martin, Kaylee Miller, Jenna 

Streiff, Riley Updike & Mrs. Nabholz, Advisor 

Rebus Riddles Name Game 
By Mrs. Nabholz 

 

     A rebus is a puzzle in which pictures and some letters are 

used to represent words. In this puzzle, each answer is the first 

and last name of an 8th grader. After you guess all the answers, 

turn this in to Mrs. Nabholz to be entered in a drawing for a 

small prize.                    Name ___________________________ 

  
 

Mrs. 

Newton 

recently 

stopped 

by with 

Samuel 

to visit 

with 

students 

and staff. 

In this 

picture, 

Samuel 

has definitely caught the eye of some of the Purple Pages reporters!                                
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Overheard  
By Taylor Carver 
 

“My brain hemorrhages look like 

watermelon slices.” 

“My jacket makes fart noises.”  

“Wow, that was fast! Good job, sharpener!”  

Person 1: “I’m tired so I can’t math.” 

Person 2: “Do you even know how to English?” 

“That’s really expensive. I’d give you one if I found it 

lying in the ditch.” 

“Is that polar bear wearing a speedo? 

“I got robbed by a moose!”  

“The chicken nugget has been drugged.” 

“I don’t tan, I freckle.” 

“You need to upgrade your milk.” 

Person 1: “I’m filing for divorce!” 

Person 2: “Do I get half of your dog then?” 

“It just sniped me!” 

“I think that moose just tried to eat me!”  

“It’s a dancing chicken upside down in a sombrero!” 

“What is the point of corn?” 

“I got jumped by carrots!”  

“My sister lives in a doughnut.”  

“You didn’t take your urinal hammer!”  

“Smells like grandma’s house in the 

hallway.” 

“I was born in the hospital drawing Picasso.” 

“She has a memory like a coconut.” 

“There’s no ladies’ legs in here. I need hairy legs!” 

Person 1: “I thought Denmark was in America!”  

Person 2: “No, that’s Delaware.” 

Person 1: “Yeah, but Delaware and Denmark are 

different places in America!” 

“My brain likes to fart rainbows.” 

“This guy had this crazy Denmarkian 

accent. I mean Danish.” 

“I sighed like a man grunt, like my 

man scream.” 

“Well, now I have Shrek with me in my veins!” 

Inspirational Quotes 
By Destiny Jas 

 

 
 

We are all a little broken, but the last time I 

checked broken crayons still colored the same.   

 

Never give up on your dreams.  

 

Stars can’t shine without darkness.  

 

Don’t call it a dream, call it a plan.  

 

If you can dream it, you can do it. 

 

One kind word can change someone’s entire day. 

 

Don’t think about what could happen in a month.  

Don’t think about what can happen in a year. 

Just focus on the 24 hours in front of you and do 

what you can to get closer to where you want to be.  

 

You must do the thing you think you cannot do. 

 

 

Descrambler    By Riley Updike 
     Can you descramble these words? The anagrams are teachers’ names and students’ names. When you 

figure out all of the names turn your paper in to Mrs. Nabholz. One person will be picked from all the entries 

for a small prize.       Name: __________________________________ 
 

SOERR            ____________________  RUCKTE ____________________  

REMUMS        ____________________  NADIE ____________________ 

DRIB               ____________________  VRIRE ____________________ 

ZOTST            ____________________   AKRME ____________________  

16  GINRNIER     ____________________   MEAIERM ____________________        



KMS X-C Ski Team in Action! 
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8th Graders Enjoy the Solid Rock Class Trip! 
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7th Graders Chillin’ on the Ice Fishing Field Trip! 
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6th graders on their Challenger Center Missions! 
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