
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2019                                   
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

This fall, we welcomed 375 students to Kenai Middle School.  I would like to personally thank our staff, students, 

and parents for their patience and cooperation in making this transition as smooth as possible. More than thirty-five 

percent of our students are walking through the front door for the first time.  For students, the transition to a new 

school is a time of high emotion, concern, and opportunity to start anew. So far the transition is going very well.  It 

is our desire that every student feels that KMS is their school and they acquire a sense of belonging. By working 

together we can ensure that each child receives a quality education.   

 

We just wrapped up a successful cross-country and soccer season. KMS students represented our school and 

community well with a 124 students participating in fall sports this year! Basketball season begins October 7th. In 

addition to sports, we have a Math Counts Club that meets regularly to challenge and improve their math skills.  

 

The 16th of October is an early release day; our day ends at 12:57. October 17th is the end of the first quarter and 

there will be no school for students on October 18th as it is an in-service day. Teachers will be attending in-

service meetings and preparing for the next quarter. Parent/Teacher conferences will take place on November 1st 

and 4th.  

 

Remember you don't need to wait for parent-teacher conferences to set up a meeting with your child's teacher if 

you feel it is necessary.  Please call the office for an appointment to meet with a particular staff member.  The staff 

at KMS is always willing to work with you to help your child succeed.  If there is a special situation or concern about 

your child, please call us!  Also, please ask your child for their assignment notebook to keep current on their daily 

assignments.  Remember, that PowerSchool is available to view your child’s academic progress and weekly assignments. 

If you don’t have the password for your child’s academic report, please call the office. We look forward to seeing 

you often during the school year.  Let’s continue to work together in partnership to provide the best education 

possible for each student at KMS.  See you on November 1st and 4th during parent/teacher conferences. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Vaughn Dosko 

 

 

Principal KMS 

                         

Kossack Kable 

 



 

CHOIR 
There will be a choir concert on October 15 @ 6:30 p.m. at KCHS.   This concert will 

feature KMS and KCHS choirs, as well as 5th grade students from Mountain View, 

Kaleidoscope, and Aurora Borealis.  All students will combine to sing the last piece of the 

evening! Thank you for your continued support.  We look forward to seeing you at the 

concert! 

 

 

♫ Band Notes ♫ 
The annual band fall concert will be Tuesday, October 8 at 7 p.m. 

Bands performing will be the KMS Concert Band and KMS Intermediate Band. 

Also performing will be the KCHS Concert Band and the Drum Line. 

Emcees for the concert will be Bob Bird and Dan Gensel. 

Admittance to the concert is free. 
 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP 

Attention All 8th Graders! 

Join WorldStrides and Mr. Summer for an exciting trip to Washington, D.C., and you’ll see history come to life! Walk the hallways of the 

Capitol where current and past politicians have changed the world, and explore the amazing exhibits of the Smithsonian Museums. This 

adventure will be so much more than a typical history field trip! Your WorldStrides educational tour in Washington, D.C., is designed to 

enhance social studies curriculum. Students will gain a deeper understanding of our history, consider the consequences of pol iticians’ 

choices, and discover the American story.  

The deadline to register has been extended to October 15. For more information, please contact Mr. Summer by email: 

bsummer@kpbsd.k12.ak.us. 

**This is not a school or district sponsored trip but rather an experience offered through a private travel company, WorldStrides. 
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KENAI MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  

Don’t be left out in the cold! Come to the KMS Book Fair, October 

31st- November 4th.  Open during Conferences! Support your school 

library by purchasing books from the Scholastic Book Fair. We 

appreciate the support! 

 

 

Seventh Grade Health Class 

Sammie Johnson, KMS School Counselor 

 
This year, I will be working with the 7th and 8th graders on building their Personal Learning and Career Plans (PLCP). Using 

the web portal AKCIS (Alaska Career Information System) the students took the quiz, Career Cluster Inventory, to see 

which careers suit their interests.  AKCIS has divided up all current careers in the United States into 16 difference 

Clusters.  Based on the student’s answers to 80 questions, they were given a bar graph illustrating what Career Cluster 

(or Clusters) they had the most interests in.  Based on this data, over the next several months, students will be 

researching various occupations and career paths they may choose to pursue after high school.  We will be looking at 

courses offered at the high school, and figuring out which ones would most benefit the student to obtain their chosen 

career path(s), what type of college degree or certification the student might need, and/or other special trainings.  By 

the time, the student leaves KMS they will have their Freshman year schedule figured out, at the minimum.  All of this is 

viewable in your PowerSchool account. Simply log on (contact our main office if you need log-in information) and on the 

left-hand side menu, there should be a PLCP link. The students PLCP will grow and change throughout their time in the 

District, so check it often!  

 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION                                                                                                             

You can help us earn money for our school by downloading the new BoxTops for 

Education app on your smartphone. Then in 3 easy steps, the earnings are adding up! 

BUY Box Tops products! SCAN your receipt! EARN cash for our school! Visit 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/ to get started today! 

 

 

It’s time to order your KMS Yearbook! Purchase by October 31st to get 10% 

off! To purchase go to www.treering.com/validate then enter our                       

school passcode: 101283205764347 Regular Price is $20.99 
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM NURSE DIXIE! 

DON’T WANT TO GET SICK?  

 

 Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water (or alcohol based hand sanitizer when water is not available) for at least 20 

seconds whenever you touch things that may be handled by other people, before eating, and after using the 

bathroom.    Remember, 20 seconds is long enough to sing the "Happy Birthday" song through twice. 

 

 Cover your cough!  By covering your cough, and sneezing or coughing into a tissue or even better, coughing or sneezing 

into your sleeve, you keep germs from being shared with others.  This simple intervention continues to make a big 

difference in spreading illness at school and throughout the community! 

  

 STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK!  This includes both children and adults experiencing any of the following 

symptoms - fever of 100 degrees F or higher, cough, sore throat, runny and/or stuffy nose, headache and/or body 

aches, chills and/or fatigue, diarrhea, and vomiting.   This allows schools to remain a safe and healthy place for students, 

staff, and community members, and we thank you for helping us with this! 

  

 When returning to school or work, remember the 24 hour rule - Following the guidelines of the Centers for Disease 

Control in Atlanta, one must be fever-free for at least 24 hours without using any fever reducing medication in order to 

return to school or work.   Additionally, KPBSD guidelines support being free of vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 

hours before return to school. 

 

 Consider getting vaccinated if you have not done so already - Seasonal Flu Vaccine is available in all the communities 

across the Kenai Peninsula.  Getting a vaccine at this time of year is very valuable for Alaskans, as our flu season 

activity seems to continue well into March and April.  Please check with your own health care provider.  Remember, when 

you get vaccinated, you not only protect yourself, but you protect others who may not be able to receive the vaccine 

themselves. 

GOOD LUCK! 

 

 

 

Just a heads up- the days for Parent-Teacher Conferences will run just a little differently this school 

year.  Our first conferences of the year are scheduled for Friday, November 1st and Monday, 

November 4th.  More information will follow however keep in mind KMS teachers are willing and able 

to meet regarding your student most anytime. Contact teachers via email or phone call to make 

arrangements. 

 

 



  

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE* FOR 2019: 

Intramurals begin on Monday, Oct 7th and end on Tuesday Oct 25th.  Competitive play begins on 

Monday, October 28th and ends on December 14th.  There is a $30 fee for Intramurals. Only the 

$30 fee will be accepted. 

SCHEDULE FOR INTRAMURALS 

                  Week 1, Oct. 7- 11       Boys practice 2:30- 4:00 (Girls stay to do schoolwork) 

                                                      Girls practice 4:00 – 5:30 

                  Week 2, Oct. 14- 18     Girls practice 2:30- 4:00 (Boys stay to do schoolwork) 

                                                      Boys practice 4:00 – 5:30 

                   Week 3, Oct. 21- 25   Boys practice 2:30- 4:00 (Girls stay to do schoolwork) 

                                                      Girls practice 4:00 – 5:30 

*Competitive game schedule available at office 

 

 

 

 

Talk to your child about using social media responsibly 

Social media, which kids use to take part in online social communities, is part of the life of many middle schoolers. 

Even if your child isn’t involved yet, chances are he will be in the future. 

Social media use can help students establish a sense of identity and build networking skills. But when used 

recklessly, it can negatively affect self-esteem and academic performance. 

To manage and monitor your child’s social media use, consider: 

 Privacy. Even if your child communicates online only with people he knows, they can still share what he 

posts with others. If your child isn’t comfortable with everyone knowing something or seeing it, he shouldn’t 

post it. 

 Face-to-face contact. Social media can be a part of your child’s social life. But if it is becoming most of his 

social life, he may have a problem. Does your child like to hang out with his friends in the “real world”? If 

not, you may have to strictly limit social media time and encourage interactions away from the computer. 

 Feelings. Social media makes it easy to hurt someone. Tell your child that posting something he wouldn’t 

say to someone’s face is cowardly and is also a form of bullying. 

 Observation. Visit the sites your child uses and require him to let you access the information and images he 

puts online. 

  



 

 

September Student of the Month:  

Congratulations to our September Students of the Month.                                                                  

They are: Koby Anderson, Vail Coots, Aurora Cronk, Chase Johnson, Cole Langham, Avia Miller,                 

Ellsi Miller, Victoria Sargeant, Keith Sees, Owen Smith, and James Wright.                                       

These students will receive a pizza for lunch later this week.  

 

HAY MAZE 

The Annual Hay Maze field trip is coming up soon! 

7th & 8th graders will attend on October 23rd and 6th graders will attend on October 24th. Students should listen for 

announcements regarding sign up days. Spots will be reserved on a first come, first serve basis and only with a 

signed permission slip and the $10.00 fee.  

Friendships can make middle school a happier place 

Middle school is the age of the peer. There will probably never be another time in your child’s life when people his own age are more important. And 

while your child may dream of being popular, he doesn’t need that to be happy and fulfilled. He does, however, need a few friends he can count on. 

Encourage your child to: 

 Introduce himself to new students or any students who seem friendly. A smile is usually a sign that a child is open to a new friendship. 

 Look for people with interests that match his. Activities and clubs can be a haven for children who need help making friends. It’s hard to 

spot a child with similar interests just by walking through the halls. 

 Build on friendships that have potential. It’s important to have people to talk to at school. But the strongest friendships include spending 

time together outside of school. If your child has been eating lunch and walking to class with the same three boys for the last month, 

suggest that he invite them to your house to hang out. Or, offer to drive them to the movies. 

 

.  

 

Mind-A-Mazes 

Four teams of KMS 6th graders in Quest Explorations are busy designing and creating   

Musical Mechanisms for the KPBSD Mind-A-Mazes competition, to be held at Skyview 

Middle School on Saturday, October 12th. Each team’s machine must include multiple chain 

reaction steps, such as ramps and pulleys, that transfer energy to play a musical instrument 

for the final step. Various percussion and wind instruments, along with lots of cardboard and 

duct tape, are evolving into very strange musical inventions! 

 



 

 
KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

148 N. Binkley Street, Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: All Parents/Guardians/Students 

 

 

FROM: Kevin Lyon, Planning and Operations Director 

 

 

DATE: Fall, 2019 

 

 

SUBJECT: AHERA School Management Plans  

 

 

As mandated by Federal Regulation 40 CFR PART 763, known as AHERA (the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 

Act, enacted in 1987), local educational agencies must notify parents/guardians/students in writing each school year about 

the existence and location of AHERA School Management Plans for each school building within their jurisdiction.  

 

Currently, copies of all AHERA School Management Plans are located at the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District’s 

Central Office and at the Kenai Peninsula Borough Maintenance Office. Each school’s administrative office also maintains 

a copy of the individual AHERA Management Plan for that school. AHERA Management Plans may be inspected at any 

of these sites. 

 

Your school, Kenai Middle School, has been inspected for the presence of asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM), 

and some building materials were found to contain asbestos. None of the identified ACBM poses a health hazard to 

occupants of the building when left undisturbed and properly managed in place. The Borough Maintenance Department 

regularly inspects and monitors the condition of all identified ACBM in the facility. 

 

In the past twelve months, the following AHERA- related actions have taken place regarding this facility: 

1. Annual updates of AHERA Management Plan records; 

2. Asbestos awareness refresher training provided for school staff, custodians and maintenance workers (required once 

each school year); 

3. On-going communication of the presence of ACBM to visiting contractors and utility workers (required at the start 

of each site visit); 

4. Use of operations and maintenance practices by school staff, custodians and maintenance workers to avoid or 

minimize disturbance of ACBM; 

5. Every 6 months, a periodic inspection of all known ACBM; 

6. Removal of the following ACBM by certified asbestos abatement workers: 

June, 2019: Removed pair of 90-minute rated fire doors located at bottom of west stairwell at west end of basement hallway. 

 

If you should have any questions concerning the AHERA School Management Plans or asbestos-related activities at your 

school, as the designated Local Education Agency’s Asbestos Coordinator, I can be contacted at the School District’s 

Central Office or phone (907) 714-8875. 

 

 



  

 

October 2019                      
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   Site Council 

Mtg 5:15pm 

Math 

Counts 

Borough XC 

Run meet @ 

Skyview 

3pm 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 Basketball 

Intramurals

starts 

KMS / KCHS 

Concert 

Band & 

Drumline 

concert 

7pm @ 

KCHS 

Picture 

Retakes 

Math 

Counts 

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

  KMS/KCHS 

Choir 

Concert 

6:30 pm @ 

KCHS 

Early 

Release Day 

Math 

Counts 

 

In-service / 

End of Qtr 1 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

    Math 

Counts 

Basketball 

Intramurals 

end 

 

27 28 29 30 21   

 Competitive 

Basketball 

starts 

 

 

Math 

Counts 

  

 

 


